Wednesday, May 5, 1993 


Arts flourish 
this year 


at NECC 


See centerspread 


Pick of the week 


® The Shifters and other acts 
//f will entertain students at 

‘ / Spring Fling Monday, May 

10 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 


Stephen 
King’s 
latest 


Scares 
See page 15 


NECC Ob 


Northern Essex Community Coilege 


Haverhill, MA 


SCrVver 


Non-profit org. 
U.S. postage paid 
Permit no. 31 
Haverhill, Mass. 


Vol. 45, No. 7 


Northern Essex Community College 


Continuance granted in assault case 


Bail reduced; Olivera released as N.H. State Police prepare for probable cause hearing 


By MARY HARRINGTON 
Observer Features Editor 


A continuance was granted in ex- 
change for release on personal re- 
cognizance in the April 22 probable 
cause hearing of kidnapping and 
aggravated felonious sexual assault 
charges against a former NECC stu- 
dent in Plaistow, N.H., District 
Court. The case is continued to 
May 6. 

A female student has accused 
Ronald J. Olivera of forcing her to 
drive from the C-Building parking 
lot to Danville, N.H., and raping 
her for two hours before leaving the 
vehicle on foot. The alleged inci- 
dent occurred on March 8, and 
arraignment took place on March 
12. 

Plaistow District Court Judge 
Peter Hurd released Olivera on per- 
sonal recognizance on the condi- 
tion he not contact the alleged vic- 
tim or any state’s witnesses, and 
avoid any state, federal and local 
criminal activities. 

Warning: He also cautioned 
Olivera not to enter Massachusetts, 
where Haverhill police have issued a 
warrant for his arrest for abduction 
in connection with the case. 

Oliveraappeared before the court 
casually dressed in an NECC 
sweatshirt and blue jeans. He occa- 
sionally glanced at friends and fam- 
ily seated behind him during delib- 
erations between his attorney, the 
state police and the judge. 


Senate sets club ’94 allocations 


Student activities budget finalized after additional funding approval 


A probable cause hearing was 
canceled due to an unrelated injury 
suffered by the key prosecuting of- 
ficer. The delay in the state’s inves- 
tigation resulted in request for a 
two week continuance, which the 
defense agreed to on the condition 
the $10,000 bail be reduced, and 
Olivera be released on personal re- 
cognizance. 

Possible dismissal: Philip R. 
Desfosses, New Hampshire public 
defender representing Olivera, said 
his client intends to plead not guilty 
to the charges against him on May 
6, and is confident he will win at 
trial, if, in fact, the case goes to trial. 

“When we have a good case, 
there is no trial,” Desfosses said. 

He said Olivera had a relation- 
ship with his accuser for a period of 
time before the alleged incident. 
Witnesses prepared to testify at the 
April 22 hearing, but were called off 
when he learned of the continu- 
ance. One witness is a friend Olivera 
claims left the NECC parking lot 
with him and the alleged victim. 

“Natural reaction is to believe a 
woman who says she’s been raped,” 
Desfosses said. “A woman generally 
does not make up that sort of thing, 
but it does happen.” 

Biased: New Hampshire State 
Police have not investigated both 
sides, and are proceeding with the 
charges based solely on the woman’s 
word, he said. 

New Hampshire State Police 
Trooper Mark Armaganian said the 


case was put on hold for a month 
due to his disability leave, but the 
investigation is complete. He ex- 
pects the case to go before a grand 
jury prior to the scheduled May 6 
probable cause hearing. 

Once the indictment is handed 
down, a fugitive from justice com- 
plaint will be issued for Olivera on 
the outstanding Massachusetts war- 
rant. 

A relative of Olivera’s speculates 
the case will be dismissed. She be- 
lieves his theory is accurate: that the 
alleged victim falsely accused him 
after her fiance learned of their af- 
fair. According to witness’ testi- 
mony, the time the victim alleges 
the incident occurred and the time 
the witnesses were with Olivera 
don’t add up, she said. 

Released on personal recogni- 
zance, Olivera is free to work and go 
about his life. However, Desfosses 
said the allegations against him have 
disrupted the life he was beginning 
to make for himself. He was getting 
his act together by returning to 
school and doing pretty well and 
now his life is in a shambles, 
Desfosses said. 

Controversy: Conflicting com- 
ments between New Hampshire 
State Police Trdéoper Keith Rayeski 
and NECC President John R. Dim- 
itry regarding details of the kidnap- 
ping were recently reported in the 
Newburyport Daily News. While 
Dimitry said a New Hampshire State 

(continued on page 4) 
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Rhythm and harmony 
D. Fraser photo 


MUSIC CLUB adviser Mike Finegold and club members 
performed on Earth Day, playing songs ranging from rock 
’n’ roll to pieces dealing with environmental issues. 


Proposed ’94 


By KERRY O’BRIEN 
Observer Editor 


Additional funding was received by six of 
seven clubs that appealed the initial alloca- 
tions provided by the student activities bud- 
get for fiscal year 1994, 

The alterations in the student activities 
budget include an increase of $300 for the 
dance club, $200 for the drama club, and 
$400 for Parnassus. An additional $2,343 for 
the athleticsand intramurals/recreation, $300 
for the contemporary affairs club, and $2,570 
for health services were also awarded. 

Finance committee member Mark Foynes 
said decisions made were based upon infor- 
mation the clubs provided through the bud- 
get request form. 


By ERIC LUNDIN 
Observer Editor 


Confusion and disarray marked the spring 
semester meeting of the All College Coun- 
cil held recently in the Bentley Library 
Conference Area. 


Arthur Signorelli, student activities direc- 
tor, said it was possible to allot more money 
to clubs requesting an increase because the 
finance committee went on the conservative 
side when calculating the preliminary budget. 

Bare necessity: The increase allotted to 
Parnassusis just enough to cover rising print- 
ing costs, making it possible for the club to 
produce one issue each semester. 

The bulk of the athletics and intramurals/ 
recreation departments appeal requested ad- 
ditional funding for equipment and travel 
costs. But the Student Activities Fund (SAF) 
will not support the position for a fitness 
room summer supervisor. 

Athletic director Jack Hess said this posi- 
tion is vital to the athletic program because 
the summer supervisor not only coordinates 


Council meeting nearly disintegrates 


After shaky start, members pass motion to name C-Building for the late John Spurk 


The council, made up of all entire NECC 
employees, excluding the president, disinte- 
grated into discomposure early. According 
to its charter, the group must have 10 percent 
of all full-time employees present at 20 past 
the scheduled hour to satisfy a quorum and 
mark the meeting as official. At this time, 


the fitness room but also schedules the up- 
coming sports season. 

Signorelli said if clubs and organizations 
provide student programs above and beyond 
the department's obligation, then student 
activities should consider funding those posi- 
tions. 

Funding limitations: “If the majority of 
their responsibilities are merely assisting a 
director, and their first priority is not special 
programming for students, then student ac- 
tivities should not support these positions,” 
Signorelli said. 

The SAF will support the position of 
Patricia Bjork, the Lawrence campus nurse. 
Foynes said the committee felt Bjork reaches 
out to a substantial number of students 

(continued on page 4) 


thirty-five members were needed but not 
present. 

A heated argument over the language 
of the council’s charter, and whether or 
not the “full-time” title applied to em- 
ployee or council status, followed the de- 

(continued on page 4) 


defense budget 


President Clinton is proposing 
$263.4 billion in defense 
spending for fiscal 1994. A 
breakdown of cutbacks: 
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Budget division, in billions 
Defense Department $250.7 


Energy Department and $12.7 
other related programs 
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Wrong direction 


Recent meeting raises many questions 
about campus organization’s viability 


The spring meeting of the All College 
Council, a group designed several years 
ago to strengthen the college commu- 
nity, recently decayed into a circus. 


Members were bored to the point of 


correcting papers during the meeting, 
showing up late or not showing up at all. 
Out of hundreds of council members, 
only enough were present to fill a single 
classroom, never mind the Bentley Li- 
brary Conference Area. 

Those who did attend engaged in 
enough bickering to qualify as a TV sit- 
com. 


If such disregard for the existence of 


the All College Council continues, there 
is really no point to having one at all. 
Stagnant future: The issue of the 
council’s importance cannot be denied. 
Standing committees work respectably 
to increase NECC standards and survey 
situations to improve student life on cam- 


Observer Editorial 


pus. But one cannot help but wonder, 
after the latest gathering, if the council’s 
overall effectiveness has completely dis- 
solved. 

What impact the All College Council 
meeting had is unclear. In fact, at this 
point it is still unclear if there ever was a 
meeting at all. All College Coordinating 
Council chairman Charles Lombardo is 
presently reviewing the issue of quorum 
to see if the meeting held was indeed 
official. 

Ifnot, the big top will set up again and 
ringmaster Lombardo will attempt to 
tame angry council members with a whip 
and a chair. 

It may prove to be a show students 
should not miss. 

(See related story, page 1) 


Library space limited 


Possibility of room loss sparks new controversy 


To the editor: 

The Academic Affairs Committee would like 
to request that the Executive Team recon- 
sider the proposed expansion of the Center 
for Business and Industry (CBI) office com- 
plex to include the Charlesworth Room, now 
part of the Bentley Library. Currently this 


room houses the library’s entire collection of 


back periodicals. We consider this issue to be 
of concern to the Academic Affairs Commit- 
tee because the loss of library space is clearly 
detrimental to the academic viability of the 
institution. 

As you know, the Final Report of the New 
England Association of Schools and Colleges, 
which was received in December 1990, found 
that one of the few criticisms of the library was 
its “cramped quarters for the reference and 
periodicals collections and minimal seating 
space for students.” 

I think you would agree that it is rare to 
find a college library which does not have 
study tables available in the immediate vicin- 
ity of both the reference and periodicals col- 
lections. Here at the Bentley Library, neither 
is available due to lack of space. The loss ofany 
more shelving or study space will only serve to 
worsen a bad situation for the students at this 
campus. 

Suggestions have been made for other 
locations to which the materials currently in 
Room 208 could be moved. Unfortunately, 
all result in either a net loss of study or 
shelving space. Although not every available 
study seat is in use at any given moment, that 
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does not mean that they are not needed at 
peek times. Similarly, shelves may be empty 
while materials are in use and full when the 
materials are returned to their places. In our 
view, it would be a mistake to do away with 
either study spaces or shelving that may be 
empty during one part of the semester, but 
full at another. 

We appreciate the fact that the staff of the 
CBI needs an appropriate space in which to 
work. So do the students who are learning to 
do library research in English Compositon I 
and a variety of other courses on this campus. 

According to the accreditation team, the 
space available to them now is already inad- 
equate. Taking more away, whatever the rea- 
son, will only make matters worse. We recog- 
nize that the final decision is yours (NECC 
President John R. Dimitry). We ask you to 
consider whether there might not be equally 
appropriate space for CBI in a location which 
would not have an adverse impact on the 
students of NECC. 

Rick Lizotte, 
chair, academic affairs committee 


Editor’s note: Soon after this letter was sent to 
President Dimitry, a decision was made not to 
expand CBI into the library’s Charlesworth 
Room. Instead, available space has been found 
at the Lawrence campus for CBI, Dimitrysaid. 
See related Story, page iB 
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Check ‘no’ next fall 


MassPIRG’s environmental delusions prey 
on unsuspecting college students’ wallets 


By PAUL ROBERTS 
Observer Opinion Editor 


The most outrageous waste of money at 
NECC is not the athletic budget or the 
undeserving pay raise the teachers got, but it 
is the nearly $10,000 contributed to the 
Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group 
(MassPIRG) annually. 

Each semester at NECC (and 26 other 
Massachusetts colleges and universities) stu- 
dents who fail to read the fine print, when 
paying their tuition, unknowingly contribute 
$5 to this group. 

How can someone donate money without 
knowing it?: Through a scam referred to as a 
negative check-off system. With this unfair, 
and some would say unethical system, a $5 
“donation” is automatically added to a stu- 
dent’s bill. That’s right, they don’t ask the 
student if they want to give; instead you have 
the burden of having to ask them not to take 
your money (Please). 

Unfair system: This system is so unfair, 
the Internal Revenue Service can’t even pull 
it off. On federal (and also on many state) tax 
forms, there is a place set aside for optional 
contributions, but unlike MassPIRG, the 
government can only collect if people con- 
sciously choose to give the money. If it was 
legal for the government to collect money the 
way MassPIRG does, don’t you think it would 
have done it years ago? 

This raises a question about contribu- 
tions. Contributions are made to charities, 
but can a multi-million dollar corporation 
really be considered a charity? On its recent 


(1990) tax return, MassPIRG listed assets of 


over $4.3 million. Yet it still came begging to 
college students for donations. That is like a 
homeless person driving a limo to a bus stop 
and asking for “spare change.” 

MassPIRG will argue the money goes to 
look out for “the will of the people.” Yet it 
says in the 1992 election it spent about 
$200,000 to lobby for a recycling initiative 
that was overwhelmingly rejected by the vot- 
ers at the ballot box. 

Obviously, MassPIRG doesn’t know any- 
thing about the will of the people. When it is 
successful in forcing its will on the masses, it’s 
in the form of a costly tax. 


The tax, which MassPIRG claims as one of 
its greatest accomplishments, is in the form of 


a 5 cent tax on bottles and cans. This ill- 
conceived bottle bill has been responsible for 
driving millions of dollars in revenues across 
the N.H. border. 

Bad Idea: The bottle bill was a bad idea 
then and it is an even worse idea now. 

The bill forces most Bay State residents to 
pay an additional $1.20 per case. But 
Merrimack Valley residents have the option 
of driving literally minutes into New Hamp- 
shire to avoid paying. 

Unfortunately, this money-saving tech- 
nique had been at the expense of Massachu- 
setts’ retailers. While this appears to be an 
unfortunate drawback, it is actually a bonus 
for MassPIRG, which has shown nothing but 
utter contempt for business. 


From the Right_ 


The reason it is an even worse idea now is 
because the original purpose of the bottle bill 
was to promote recycling. The unexpected 
success of curb-side recycling has obtained 
this goal, making the bottle bill obsolete. 

Now MassPIRG has the nerve to propose 
expanding the already intrusive state bottle 
bill to include everything from fruit and veg- 
etable juice container, wine and liquor bottles, 
wine coolers, mixed drink containers and 
spring water jugs. 

If thatisn’t bad enough, it has also lobbied 
(through its national organization USPIRG) 
fora 10-cent-per-container federal bottle bill, 
which was proposed to Congress on Earth 
Day. 

Another favorite topic for PIRGs is the 
landfill “crisis.” This is ironic because it adds 
to the problem. It has sponsored a bill that 
would place a moratorium on trash-to-en- 
ergy incinerators until at least the year 2000. 

Itclaims trash-to-energy incinerators have 
faced “mounting opposition from a public 
worried about environmental and health ef- 
fects.” The truth is they are the ones who have 
made these baseless claims against the incin- 
erators. 

Similar trash-to-energy plants have been 
operating in Western Europe for half a cen- 
tury, and no one’s been able to document any 
public health harm. 

Recently four area representatives, Sen. 
James Jajuga, D-Methuen, and Reps. Arthur 
Broadhurst, D-Methuen, Frank Cousins Jr., 
R-Newburyport, and Brian Dempsey, D- 
Haverhill, sponsored two pieces of legislation 
designed to give Massachusetts businesses 
the edge over those in New Hampshire. 

One bill would give Bay State firms prior- 
ity in bidding on state contracts and the other 
would allow liquor stores within 10 miles of 
the N.H. border to open before noon on 
Sundays. 

Repeal: All four reps express concern for 
border-community businesses that are losing 
out to those north of the border. But if they 
really want to help, they would be pushing for 
a repeal of the out-of-date bottle bill. 

Even if MassPIRG’s proposals are de- 
feated, and the old bottle-bill is rightfully 
repealed, that won’t stop MassPIRG from 
playing its “negative check-off” shell game. 
The only thing that will stop MassPIRG is if 
students take the time to read their tuition bill 
carefully and check “no” for MassPIRG. 


Slight of hand 


“That's right, they don't ask 
the student tf they want to 
Jive; instead you have the 
burden of having to ask them 


not to take your money 
(Please).” 
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King case raises many questions 


Second verdict 
creates anxiety, 
bad precedent 


By TIM JOHNSTON 
Observer Opinion Editor 


wo police officers of the four charged 

with violating Rodney King’s civil 

rights were convicted and await sen- 
tencing, so everybody’s happy, right? 

It was a convenient compromise to avoid 
another ugly scene such as the one last sum- 
mer, right? Wrong. The serious implications 
of these two trials (including the full-scale 
riot) have torn apart the country, bastardized 
the justice system, and shed an unsettling 
light on the terrible race problem this country 
faces in its large urban cities. 

Crime is a serious problem in America 
today. No one will argue that. Criminals such 
as Rodney King pose a serious threat to the 
fabric of our already fraying society. What the 
American people must understand is that 
Rodney King is not someone to be held up as 
a hero or even someone to feel sorry for. 

Rodney King doesn’t stand for civil rights. 
He stands for everything that is going wrong 
with this country. Itis quite possible this 100 
mph, drunk-driving, repeat drug-offending 
loser got what he deserved when he was 
beaten. 

Let’s say he didn’t. Let’s say the cops 
handled itina less-than-perfect manner. Only 
a few people know the whole story. Everyone 
who was not there to see it happen and 
everyone who hasn’t seen every single second 
of the famous video (which is most of the 
population), cannot really have a valid opin- 
ion on the subject. It is easy to say, after 
viewing the few seconds of the video that 

_everyone has seen, that King was savagely and 
wrongly beaten; however, there is more evi- 
dence than the video in this case, most of 
which is not as widely publicized as the video 
action. 


Was the second 
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Split decision: The juries of both trials 
were presented with all the evidence in the 
case and presumably should have been able to 
make a prudent and wise choice. They did it 
twice, came up with two different decisions 
based on the same evidence and managed to 
set one of the scariest precedents U.S. law has 
ever seen, 

It does not take Jeopardy’sAlex Trebek to 
explain this as a classic case of double-jeop- 
ardy. These police officers were convicted of 
the same offenses they had more or less been 
acquitted of in the previous trial. Ina political 
fiasco following the riots, the U.S. Justice 
System was compromised to the point of the 
ridiculous by allowing these men to be tried 
twice on the same evidence. 

Double-jeopardy exists to protect those 
found innocent of a crime from being tried 
and tried again indefinitely until the state 
finally gets the jury, judge and evidence in its 
favor. If a person is found innocent, he or she 
is innocent. People cannot be tried again for 
the same crime with the same evidence. 

Judicial Joke: What the courts did by 
calling the same charges by two different 
names in order to get another trial was simply 
a travesty; and the precedents they set in 
doing so are frightening. 

Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of the 
whole Rodney King affair is the racism and 
hatred that reared its head the moment the 
video was shown on the nightly news and has 
continued to live even as the trials concluded. 

What is not primarily a racism issue (it is 
mainly a criminal rights issue) has given an 
opportunity for limelight seekers like Jesse 
Jackson and the Rev. Al Sharpton to milk the 
fact that King was black and the police officers 
were white and to incite hatred and separa- 
tion among blacks and whites at a time when 
Los Angeles and the country surely could do 
without it. 

Rodney King is a criminal. Police have the 
right to use reasonable force in the apprehen- 
sion of criminals and the question of whether 
they are black or white should not enter into 
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it. If Rodney King was white, he probably 
would have still been beaten. The toughest 
job on earth could very well be that ofan L.A. 
cop and at the very least, it is one of the most 
dangerous. Cops are killed, shot at and as- 
saulted all the time, and they never know 
where the next bullet is coming from. 

Threat to authorities: The more violent 
society becomes, the more careful the police 
must bein taking the criminals down. Whether 
suspects are white or black has no bearing on 
their ability to open fire on a policeman, and 
the police must be given the right to protect 
themselves. The fear a cop must have when 
approaching a criminal during arrest is any- 
thing but a racist thing. 

Granted, racism is an issue that has to be 
addressed before the crime and the poverty in 


Rodney King verdict fair? 


this country disappear. The problem is, by 
glorifying a single episode such as this one, 
the country is once again trying to treat the 
symptoms rather than the root causes. Glori- 
fying an episode like this also creates separa- 
tion and heat among races. 

America has to eradicate poverty and rac- 
ism before it can seriously deal with the 
problem of police violence and urban despair. 

The awareness that these trials have height- 
ened in the American public will create a 
starting point for the healing and resurgence 
of all U.S. cities, 

If the hint is not taken quickly and:some 
good isn’t found from this incident, there will 
inevitably be more Rodney Kings to come 
and there will be more dead cops. Both of 
those we can do without. 


George Sousa, business 

“No, I think they just convicted 
them to appease the Afro-Ameri- 
cans. I think they all should have 
been convicted because they just 
stood there and watched. It’s like 
watching a rape being committed.” 


John McGowan, engineering sci- 
ence 

“T don’t think it was fully right. All 
four of them should have been con- 
victed. It was done just to pacify the 
Los Angeles public.” 


Dennis Hewitt, general studies 

“I think the two bosses were the 
ones who initiated it. The others 
were following along. It was a fair 
decision because the other guys 
would have gotten into trouble if 
they had refused.” 


Tamara Guldbrandsen, executive 
secretarial 

“T didn’t think it was fair because 
they all should be guilty on all 
charges. They’re police officers but 
it doesn’t give them the right to use 
excessive force.” 


llonka Espaillat, hotel management 
“T don’t think it’s fair. They all 
participated and they all were guilty. 
It was a racist action because all of 
the cops were white and Rodney 
King is black.” 


‘Cats win clemency’ article mistaken, faculty member says 


To the editor: 

The article “Cats Win Clemency” that 
appeared in a recent issue of the Odserveris, in 
fact, a statement of a serious problem that 
exists on this campus. It is most definitely not 
a matter of “Cute Kitty — we like to watch 
them!” It is more of a “catastrophe” for the 
wildlife that inhabits this campus and the 
surrounding neighborhood. Ms. Burchell and 
Ms. Latelli are obviously unaware of the very 
real problems that feral cats are causing to 
natural habitats worldwide. Certainly, as the 
article states, it is apparent that they are 
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reproducing and their numbers are increasing 
on this campus. 

The New Hampshire Fish and Game De- 
partment estimates that feral cats kill more 
game birds (grouse, woodcock and pheas- 
ants) than all licensed hunters in that state ... 
this is not to mention songbirds and other 
small animals. You need only hang a bird 
feeder beside your window, and soon you will 
see the evidence ... fresh feathers scattered 


throughout your yard. 

Arecent study conducted in England docu- 
mented the appalling destruction of bird-life 
in a number of villages ... and from the 
recorded kills estimates for the entire country 
were in the tens of thousands per year. Any 
readers who doubt this or harbor the anthro- 
pocentric attitudes of “Aren’t they cute? 
They’re learning to share, it’s part of life” are 
totally out of touch with reality! I would urge 
the individuals who are involved with feeding 
these animals, and strategically placing kitty 
beds under the junipers read the article “Is 


there a Killer in Your House?” This appeared 
in a recent issue of National Wildlife. 

Indeed, Kipling, when he wrote “a catis a 
lion among small bushes” was much more in 
touch with reality than Ms. Burchell and Ms. 
Latelli. They are doing a tremendous disser- 
vice to the campus and its wildlife for feral cats 
are carriers of rabies, feline leukemia, and 
feline aides. These diseases are transmitted by 
fighting and I am quite certain many of the 
cats have not been properly treated for these 
diseases by a veterinarian. 

P. Laszlo, department of natural science 
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Go fly a kite 


D. Fraser photo 


JOHN, VALERIE and Allison King of Haverhill take time out to enjoy the 
much anticipated spring weather at NECC’s Haverhill campus. 


Council = from page | 


cision to deny quorum. 

“There are not 350 people who work here 
full-time,” said Paul M. Bevilacqua, chairper- 
son, division of human services and health 
professions. “That’s nutty.” 

Conflict: Chuck Lombardo, instructional 
media specialist and the All College Council 
Coordinating Committee chairperson, tried 
to hold the meeting together. 

“Pm just trying to read the charter as I 
understand it,” he said. “Some people say to 
ignore the charter; I happen to not be one of 
those people.” 

But members insisted the wording in the 
charter was innacurate and that the meeting 
should continue regardless of whether quo- 
rum was fulfilled or not. The time that elapsed 
during, the council’s argument caused many 
members to grow agitated. 

“Is this just a bunch of people sitting 
around bullshitting?” Bevilacqua asked. “Who 
doesn’t want to have a meeting and why don’t 
they?” 

Resolved: After continued debate, acount 
was called for, a quorum was decided, the 
smoke cleared and the business of the meet- 
ing convened. Reports from each of the stand- 
ing committees were given. 

Richard Lizotte, Academic Affairs Com- 
mittee chairperson, explained the practical 
nursing division may be expanded for transfer 
possibilities and that a survey on how core- 
curriculum (general education) classes may 
be satisfied in particular programs. General 
education requirements for next semester 
may change, Lizotte said. 

Kevin Fitzgibbon, Student Affairs Com- 
mittee chairperson, reported to members that 
a transportation survey would be available to 
students by the end of the semester. The 
survey was conducted in regard to student 
complaints of inadequate transportation be- 


tween the Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. 
Fitzgibbon said he was in favor of adapting a 
shuttle between campuses. 

On the issue of campus security, Fitzgibbon 
said NECC should be “quite sweeping if not 
radically changing security on campus. We 
can’t hide our heads in the sand anymore. 

Outdated: “Security might have been OK 
in the 60s, might have been OK in the ’70s 
— wake up, folks,” Fitzgibbon said. 

In new business, Bevilacqua took the po- 
dium to endorse the official process of nam- 
ing C-Building after former NECC professor 
John Spurk. The idea of naming a building or 
space in memory of Spurk has been discussed 
for two years, Bevilacqua said. 

Lombardo said 10 memos were sent to 
John R. Dimitry, NECC president, regarding 
the naming of C-Building for Spurk. 

“We may be polarized on an issue with no 
consensus in sight,” he said. 

Bevilacqua said the naming has never been 
finalized because Dimitry will not respond 
without a formal process in place. 

Undefined course: “There is no policy,” 
Dimitry said. “A college doesn’t have laws, 
but it should have policies. We shouldn’t 
simply respond to the moment or be guided 
by emotion.” 

Belilaqua offered a written proposal on the 
issue, stating criteria required to undergo the 
naming of building or space after individuals 
to start the formal procedure. In order for the 
process to begin, the individual must have 
had a great impact in the NECC community, 
must be nominated by a two-thirds vote by 
the All College Council, and must be passed 
through a number of channels before reach- 
ing the president. 

“An obscure person couldn’t make it 
through all of these channels,” Bevilaqua 
said. 


CRAIG’S COMICS 
97 Plaistow Rd. 
Rte. 125, Plaistow, NH 

603-382-7766 
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Prperp3es- 


Police report showed no crime took place at 
the college, Rayeski challenged the validity of 
that information. 

The Rockingham County Attorney’s of 
fice said it will not release any information 
regarding the initial crime report because the 
case is pending. Grand jury hearingsare closed, 
and all records are sealed, a clerk said. 

“No incident of this nature has ever oc- 
curred on this campus in over 10 years,” said 
Gino Mattozzi, head of Haverhill campus 
security. 


Reaction: As a result of the incident, 
campus security has been pumped up. Two 
vehicles patrol parking lots instead of one, 
and five additional security personnel have 
been hired, including two on Friday and 
Saturday mornings. 

Students afraid to walk alone to their cars 
may call security for an escort. 


“Let’s wait until we see what occurred,” 
Mattozzi said. “A lot of people will be sur- 
prised.” 


Clubs — from page | 


through health education workshops. 

“The first step should be to define the 
responsibilities of student activities staff 
people,” Signorelli said. “Then we’ll decide 
whether or not those positions will be funded 
or eliminated from the student activities bud- 
get.” 

Although the contemporary affairs club 
received an increase from its preliminary allo- 
cation, it is still down $1,100 from fiscal year 
1993. 

“The additional funding won’t enable us 
to take the trip to the Model U.N.,” said 
Arthur Barlas, club adviser. “It won’t help 
students gain political experience and aware- 
ness. The elimination of the trip will make 
club membership tough to keep viable as well 
as affecting the prestige of NECC.” 

The only club that didn’t receive an in- 
crease after its appeal was the ski club. Steve 
Torromeo, ski club vice president, requested 
more money to be used toward ski trips in an 
oral appeal to the finance committee. 

Signorelli said the finance committee felt 
the club was actually level-funded when the 
Lawrence incentive was figured in and already 
receives a substantial amount of money from 
the SAF, as well as from fundraising. 

The allotment for student handbooks and 
publications was increased by $1,500. New 
handbooks will be available next semester in 
a calendar form containing club descriptions 
and information. 

The total SAF of $307,260, has a reserve 
of $14,495. Signorelli said a healthy reserve 
account is imperative because it will make it 


possible to support clubs and organizations 
when they come up with new ideas through- 
out the semester. 

He said the reserve will be able to fund 
new clubs that he expects to form on the 
Lawrence campus next semester with the 
addition of the part-time student activities 
director to be hired by early summer. A total 
of $4,700 will be spent on the student activi- 
ties office to be set up on the Lawrence 
campus. 

Signorelli said the new position is abso- 
lutely necessary because he can’t be in both 
places at once. He said there is potential fora 
great quality of student life on the Lawrence 
campus, and it only needs to be publicized, 
which is how a Lawrence director can help 
students get involved. 

The budget was approved by the student 
senate on April 28 and has been submitted to 
John R. Dimitry, NECC president. From 
there, it will go to the board of trustees in 
August. 

Dimitry said he sees the whole budget 
picture wrapped up by the third week in 
August. 

Club advisers will be sent a copy of their 
allocations and the revised budget the first 
week of May. 

Signorelli said the budget process is be- 
hind schedule. He said the finance committee 
was pushed back because it had to put more 
effort into making fair allocations since the 
budget absorbed cuts and salary increases. 
The committee also had to make decisions on 
the appeals for additional funding. 


a 


The motion to approve the process passed 
by a near unanimous vote. 

Also, under new business, Linda Hummel- 
Shea, librarian, informed the council of the 
Bentley Library’s danger of losing the 
Charlesworth Room, where periodicals are 
currently kept, to the expansion of the Center 
for Business and Industry (CBI). 

Urgent: “If we delay discussion on the 
library for another six months, we will be 
checking out books in the quadrangle,” she 
said. 

The council endorsed a letter written by 
the Academic Affairs Committee that was 
sent to Dimitry and the Observer requesting 
space be found elsewhere on campus. “All 
your students use us,” Hummel-Shea said. 
“We can’t shrink anymore.” 

Hummel-Shea said shrinking space has 
plagued the Bentley Library for many years. 
Over time, study areas, offices, retrospective 
periodicals and a listening room have van- 
ished, she said. 

“The more space we lose, we’re going to 
lose students,” Hummel-Shea said. “It’s pa- 
thetic.” 


New developments: But Dimitry said re- 
cently that CBI has abandoned hopes of 
taking over the Charlesworth Room. CBI 
instead has expanded to the Lawrence cam- 
pus, taking over the Northeast Veteran’s 
Outreach Center’s former office. The center, 
which specializes in counseling for veterans, 
moved off campus, presenting the college 
with needed space. 

The library should factor in area at the 
Lawrence campus when discussing space con- 
cerns, Dimitry said. 

“The fact is we have increased the library 
space in the district by 20 percent in less than 
a year,” he said. 

Asked if the letter sent by the Academic 
Affairs Committee influenced his decision, 
Dimitry said, “Sure, I’m always influenced by 
people.” 

Unavoldable Issue: Even if CBI isn’t 
moving into the library, Louise Bevilacqua, 
librarian, said the problem won’t go away. 

“CBlis not really the whole problem,” she 
said. “If they leave, other people on campus 
will move in. It’s a highly desirable space.” 

See related editorial, page 2 


SPORTS SPOTLIGHT 


Intramural Events 


Deep Sea Fishing 


Canoe Trip 


May 15 
May 22-23 
Sign-up or call 3718 


FREE 
FREE 


Varsity Baseball and Softball 
Come watch your teams play. Call 3718 or 3819 


for dates and times. 
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It’s time to apply , 


for scholarships 


Wide range of programs to offer students 
financial support for the coming semester 


The following scholarships are available to 
NECC students: 

AFSCME Association, $500 for graduat- 
ing student; Northern Essex Alumni Associa- 
tion, $300 for all students; NECC Alumni 
Overseas, $250 for overseas program; Francis 
J. Bevilacqua scholarship, $300 for public 
service; Continuing Professional Education, 
$200 for accounting majors. 

Dental Scholarships, Milton J. Myers 
Memorial, $400; Merrimack Valley Dental 
Society, $400; Dr. Bill Gemmell Memorial, 
$400. 

Louis Gigliotti Memorial scholarship, $200 
for disabled students; Homedco, $500 for 
respiratory majors; Adonica Kelleher Memo- 


rial, $200 for disabled students; LPN Class of 


1992, $250 for LPN students. 

Noela and Dennis Murphy scholarship, 
$500 for nursing students; Mass. Police Foun- 
dation, $500 for dependents of police /law 
enforcement officers; NECC Study Abroad 
scholarship, $600, five awards; Edwin Oliveira 


Memorial, $150 for criminal justice students. 

Joseph W. Raney Memorial Scholarship, 
$200 for business majors; “Jake” Rurak Me- 
morial, $300 for public service students; Ann 
Scannell Memorial, $1,000 for nursing ma- 
jors; NECC Science Club, $100 for science 
majors; Teacher Preparation, $100 for teach- 
ing majors. 

Many other scholarships are offered to 
NECC, which require a separate application. 
These scholarships are: 

Harold Bentley Memorial Scholarship; 
John Spurk Memorial Scholarship; NECC 
Faculty Association Scholarships, NECC 
Administrators Association Scholarships; Vet- 
erans and Service Person Scholarships. 

To make the application procedures more 
efficient, many of the locally controlled schol- 
arship applications have been combined so 
that one applications can be used to apply for 
multiple scholarships. 

For more information or applications, visit 
the financial aid office. 


DANIEL BEAUREGARD, committee chairman; John R. Dimitry, NECC 
president; and James Kelly, Board of Trustees member, walt to tee-off for 
an annual golf tournament benefitting the NECC Alumni Assoclation and 
Foundation Scholarships funds. 


Getting some early practice shots 


Mark Your Calendar 


May 27, 1993 
for the Awards Convocation 


Students will be recognized for: 
outstanding academic achievement 
outstanding co-curricular contributions 
See the next edition of the Observer, your faculty adviser, 
~ Arthur Signorelli in room F-135, or Sandy Lambert in room 


for annual scholarship golf tourney 


The date of the second annual NECC 
Scholarship Golf Tournament has been 
changed from Friday, May 21 to Friday, 
June 25 (rain date: Monday, July 12) 
because of a conflict with another area 
tournament. The tournament will be at 
Far Corners Golf Course in West Boxford. 

For the second year in a row, Best 
Buick Saab GMC Truck in Haverhill will 
offer a Buick Park Avenue for hole-in-one 
on hole 15. Best Buick also will sponsor a 
four-day golf vacation for two at Sandestin 
Beach Hilton Resort in Destin, Fla., a set 


round-trip tickets on U.S. Air going any- 
where in the continental United States for 
holes-in-one on the sixth, seventh and 
17th holes, respectively. 

The tournament, begins at 8 a.m. with 
a shotgun start, followed by a barbecue. 
Several prizes will be awarded. 

The entry fee, including greens fee, 
golf cart, gift, prizes and barbecue, is $75 
each. Holes may be sponsored for $100. 
Non-golfers are invited to attend the lun- 
cheon and participate in noon the putting _ 
tournament for $15 a person. 


B-201 for details. For more information, call 374-3863. 


of voyager MC Travel Golf Clubs, and two 


Exam schedule 
announced 


The following is a schedule for final examinations: 


Learn even more. By doing. 


At Northeastern University, we offer challenging programs 
that take you beyond the facts plus the chance to put your 
knowledge to work. 

Exams occur: 

Wednesday, May 19 8 to 10:30 a.m. 


Class meets: 


Monday at 8 a.m In the classroom you'll test ideas, explore alternatives, 


and make discoveries. You'll study with a distinguished 


Monday at 9 a.m. Monday, May 17 ~—— 8 to. 10:30 a.m. ; ae 
Monday at 10 a.m Friday, May 21 8 to 10:30 a.m. faculty dedicated to teaching and active in research. 
Monday at 1 p.m Friday, May 21 2 to 4:30 p.m And whether you're interested in the arts or the sciences, 
Monday at 2 p.m. Wednesday, May 19 2 to 4:30 p.m. criminal justice or engineering, business, computer 
Monday at 3 or 4 p.m. Monday, May 17 2 to 4:30 p.m. science, or the health professions, you'll get plenty of per- 
sonal attention—the student-to-faculty ratio is 11 to 1, 
Tuesday at 8 or 9 a.m, Tuesday, May 18 8 to 10:30 a.m. and 75 percent of your classes have fewer than 30 students. 
es - = ae sede Capa i = a tte m Our renowned Cooperative Education Program alternates 
Tuesday, at nibon Tuesday May 18 2 to 4:30 ein xs, professional employment with academic study, translating 
Tuesday atl p.m "ucsday” vite 18 2 to 4:30 p.m. Doug Luffborough is getting a classroom lessons into workplace realities. You can put 
Paeaky at 2 zs 3 p.m gd ; a hands-on edatcation.\ he rao theory into practice at a newspaper across town, a soft- 
ue Thursday, May 20 2 to 4:30 p.m old Buse uess CoUne TOT i nan: ware firm across the country, or a clinic across the ocean. 
LE seed Ce agement and human resources helps nl find rol cin: saul vaoabieoe ny 
Wednesday at 8a.m. Tuesday, May 18 lla.m.to1:30p.m. craeee ee tusshon dead seston with You role models, tacts, : 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. Monday, May 17 8 to 10:30 a.m. pabtihas fiom bis cs by sob at Jolin different career paths, and gain almost two years of pro- 


fessional work experience. 


Wednesday at 10 a.m. Wednesday, May 19 1la.m.to1:30p.m. 


Hancock Insurance Co. in Boston, 


ever eredsy at 11am: “s pe tk “i 19 zs ae Letpm nunere Reqebovea jor allitrd guar Transferring from another school? We'll make it easy. 
Wednesday at noon cee Cay aay Ae peal el en lest sure mie aUe Mier g aise Here at Northeastern we won't waste your time. You can 
Wednesday at 1 p.m. Friday, May 21 2 to 4:30 p.m. won the Department of Residential ciotica Sicko delay, andy Wiemann 
Wednesday at 2 p.m. Wednesday, May 19 2 to 4:30 p.m. Life's 1991 Resident Assistant of the  Tesume your ; 


the start how many credits you're bringing with you. 


Year award. 
Thursday at 9 a.m. Thursday, May 20 -11a.m.to1:30p.m. Northeastern University. Learn even more. By doing. 
aT t Thursday, May 20 2 to 4:30 p.m. 
pao ‘ Z For more information about the programs at Northeastern 
Friday at 9 a.m. Friday, May 21 8 to 10:30 a.m. University, please call 617-437-2200, or write to the 
Friday at 1 p.m. Friday, May 21 2 to 4:30 p.m. Department of Undergraduate Admissions, Northeastern 


University, 150 Richards Hall, Boston, MA 02115. 
cog or a a ae care 


Like t write? Use a camera? — 


Northeastern University 


Boston. 


An equal opportunity/affirmative action educational institution. 
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Pizza and less? 


Some students say Papa Gino’s 
quality, price, variety not up to par 


By MARYRITA MALLOY 
Observer Campus News Editor 


The excitement once felt by students over the 
Papa Gino’s stand in the student center has 
waned for many due to, students say, high 
prices and poor-quality pizza. 


“They charge far too much for a slice of 


pizza,” said Dave Comerford, liberal arts 
student. “Iflam going to pay $1.50 for aslice 
of pizza, it had better have gold cheese on it.” 

And thatis just fora plain cheese slice. Add 
pepperoni and that price increases to $1.75. 
However, at the Plaistow store, where the 
pizza is made, a slice of plain cheese is priced 
at $1.31 and a slice of pepperoni sells for 
$1.49. 

“Our selling price is the suggested retail 
price by Papa Gino’s,” said Donna Jutras, 
NECC director of food services. “This price 
enables us to turna profit, and it doesn’t seem 
to be much of a money-maker because of the 
decline in sales.” 

“Compared to Papa Gino’s pizza prices, 
ours are only a few cents higher,” said Arthur 
Signorelli, director of student activities and 
campus events. 


Rita Seppa, a stand employee, said the 
college was selling about 20 pizzas a day 
(equaling approximately $240) when the 
project began in September 1992. Today, 
that number has dropped to about six per day 
(equaling approximately $72). 

Decreasing market: “Right after spring 
break, there is always a sharp decline in sales 
within the cafe, and we have found the same 
decline at the pizza stand,” Jutras said. “It 
cannot be explained. I don’t know where the 
students go, but they are surely not going to 
lunch.” 

This particular time in the semester pre- 
sents problems. 

“By this time of year it doesn’t matter how 
good the food is, we get tired of it,” Signorelli 
said. “What tasted great in September is 
getting stale in the students mouths.” 

Complaints have also been voiced con- 
cerning the quality of the pizza. The concern 
is based around it not living up to the name. 

“The pizza isn’t cooked; it’s doughy,” 
said Alesa Smith, commercial arts student. “It 
sits like a lead ball in your stomach.” 

The pizzas are shipped to NECC from 
Papa Gino’s every morning, where they are 


CO ar, 


ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Q.C. INSPECTORS NEEDED 


* Are you looking for full-time employment? Why not join us at one of the 
fastest growing manufacturers. NutraMax Products Inc. Currently has 
openings in our Production Department on all three shifts. The shifts are as 


follows: 

* Ist shift 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

+ 2nd shift 3:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
* 3rd shift 11:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m. 


manufactured products and documentation according to FDA standards. 

To qualify for these positions, you must have strong math and commu- 
nication skills, the ability to work independently, attention to detail and the 
ability to work in a fast-paced environment. B.A. and B.S. in sciences 


required. 


Please send your resume or stop by to complete and application indicat- 
ing shift preference and salary history to: Human Resources, NutraMax 
Products Inc., 9 Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, Mass. 01930. Resumes may 


also be faxed to (508) 281-7824. 


An equal opportunity employer. 


1 
! 
’ 
i 
! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
4 The qualified candidates will be responsible for inspecting and auditing 
I 
I 
i 
I 
‘ 
I 
! 
! 


Noe eee, 


—— 


aut 


The Graduate School 


You've EARNED It... 


The opportunity to complete your bachelor's degree 
through the Lesley College off-campus program. 


¢ Attend weekend courses at a local site 
¢ Transfer in up to 96 credits 
e Earn credit for prior learning 
Lesley College is offering the following program in: 


Human Services 


with a Specialization in 
Counseling Psychology. 


Please join us for an Information Meeting 
Tuesday, May 11th at 5:30 p.m. 
Library Essex Room 
Northern Essex Community College 


For more information, please call Cathy Clunie at 
(617) 349-8310 or (800) 999-1959 Ext. 8310 


Serving up the pizza 


S. Lachance photo 


RITA SEPPA takes a Papa Gino’s pie from the warmer in the student center. 
Students say the pizza is not selling because it is over-priced and under-cooked. 


cooked on campus. 

“Nothing is as good as fresh-made food,” 
Jutras said. “The pizzas are cooked in our cafe 
kitchen and the only equipment we have in 
the tiled lounge is a warmer. If we had a full 
kitchen in the lounge, the quality would 
certainly be better.” 

Lack of variety: “I thought it would be 
great at first, but I am sick of pizza,” said 
Lauren Geraghty, commercial arts student. 
“The sign says pizza and more; I thought they 
would sell more than pizza.” 

The pizza stand was established to give 
students lunch-time choices, Signorelli said. 

“The stand has been successful as far as 
giving students another place to go,” he said. 
“As our efforts to improve student life contin- 
ues, it’s the little pieces, like the pizza stand, 
that will come together to create a better 
environment. 

“The stand will continue to operate, look- 
ing at the overall picture, it has been success- 
ful.” Signorelli said. “There are seasonal ad- 


‘Observer’ wins 


The NECC Observer took top honors re- 
cently at the Society of Professional Journal- 
ists’ (SPJ) 1993 Region I Competition heldin 
New York City. 

Inits first year of competing for this award, 
the paper placed first as the Best All-Around 


Non Daily Student Newspaper, ahead of 


Boston’s Emerson College and Southern 
Connecticut State University. Regional direc- 
tor Bill Bleyer noted it was rare for a first-year 
competitor to rank so highly. 


According to judges’ comments, “The 


justments to everything.” 

Jutras said the decline in sales can partly be 
attributed to the Monday afternoon enter- 
tainment in the student center. 

Detrimental din: “The entertainment pre- 
sented in the tiled lounge takes away from our 
sales,” she said. “There is so much commo- 
tion in the lounge that the regular customers 
don’t come in.” 

The location of the stand is another con- 
cern. 

“Tf the stand was moved upstairs near the 
cafe it may have more sales, but we need to 
bring life to all areas of the campus, that was 
our goal,” Signorelli said. 

Opponents, however, say the lack of en- 
thusiasm for the pizza has more to do with the 
pizza than weekly programming. 

“The reason the (pizza) is not selling has 
nothing to do with entertainment or a drop- 
off after spring break; it is because the pizza is 
over-priced and under-cooked,” said Seth 
Bunke, commercial arts student. 


regional award 


Observer simply is a good all-around college 
newspaper. It is particularly strong in design 
and use of photos, provides sharp headlines 
and gets high marks for enterprise and inge- 
nuity.” 

Also, receiving the Second Place SPJ In- 
depth Reporting Mark of Excellence Award 
were NECC staffers Robert J. Comeau and 
Richard Hoyer-Ellesen. The award was given 
for the students’ series, In The Red, about 
mishandling of student activity funds. The 
series was published in Spring 1992. 


TOM MANZI DODGE 


CREDIT UNION 


ALERT! 


"I Know that spring is the time for CREDIT UNIONS to have special programs 
for their members and I've alerted my managers to honor all special CREDIT 
UNION programs, discounts and coupons that are presented to them. We want to 


make your buying experience a happy one!” 


Thomas A. Manzi 
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me TOM MANZI 


South Broadway, Rt. 28 
Only 2 miles from 
Rt. 495 & Andover in 
So. Lawrence, Ma 


PARTS & SERVICE NOW OPEN: 
THUR. 'TIL 6 P.M. SAT. 9-1 PLM. 


“Se Habla 
Espanol” 


SERVING THE MERRIMACK VALLEY AND SOUTHERN NH FOR OVER 35 YEARS 
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Observer Features 


New club president 
set to take charge 


Newcomer determined to make a difference 


BY MARIA GARCIA 
Observer Staff Reporter 


NECC’s new Hispanic Cultural Club presi- 
dent promises to keep the club and culture 
alive, as well as keeping Hispanics united. 

Bernardo Almonte, club president is con- 
cerned Hispanic students are indifferent to 
the club because of a lack of leadership. 

He said he will work to improve the club’s 
visibility among students. 

“T will attract more members to the club 
by creating activities they can enjoy and learn 
from, such as conferences, parties and educa- 
tional trips,” he said. 

Split decision: Almonte was born in 
Santiago, Dominican Republic, and moved 
to Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1988, where he did 
factory work for “very little money.” Nine 
months later, he moved back home. 

“T didn’t like to live in New York; there is 
too much violence and crime there,” he said. 


“Td rather live in my country and that’s why 
I left.” 

In 1989, he moved to Lawrence and again 
found work in a factory, where he still works 
today. 

Almonte became an English as a Second 
Language (ESL) student in 1990, but could 
only study part time due to his full-time work 
schedule. He is now an electronic technology 
student. 

He recommends all ESL students to learn 
the language as best they can. 

Striving : “Try to learn English and get a 
career so you won’t have to work in a factory 
all your life, and you can get a better social 
position,” he said. 

“Hispanics in the United States have a 
very bad reputation and the majority has to 
pay for what the minority is responsible for,” 
said Jezid Pazmino, club vice president. He 
feels the club can eliminate this stereotype. 

Rossemary Bonnifacio, club secretary, said 
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Working together 


D. Fraser photo 


THE HISPANIC Club, together with Bernardo Almonte, strives for excellence. 


she supports Almonte and believes he will 
make the club as active as it was before. 
“Some years are very active, some others 
are down, I think that next year will be more 
active,” said Peter Flynn, club adviser since its 
beginning in 1986. 
Maria Perez, mental health student, said 


she believes Hispanics can do better than they 
are doing now. 

“We are lacking people that motivate other 
Hispanics, people that wake up the ones that 
are sleeping,” Perez said. “Together, we can 
help to eliminate the stereotypes and we can 
create strength.” 


Club Cultural Hispano de NECC tiene presidente nuevo 


Por MARIA GARCIA 
Reportera del Observer 
Trad.: Poe Mario O’Noris 


El nuevo presidente del Club Cultural Hispano 
de NECC promete mantener vigentes el club 
y su cultura, ademas de la unidad entre los 
hispanos. 

Bernardo Almonte, de 30 afios, y quien 
fuera elegido presidente en recientes 
elecciones, se preocupa porque muchos 
estudiantes hispanos muestran indiferencia 
ante el club, lo que atribuye a la necesidad de 
un liderazgo de mas fuerza. 

Almonte se considera a si mismo la per- 


sona clave para mayor proyeccion del cluby la 
realizacion de sus planes. 

“Voy a atraer mas miembros creando 
actividades de interés, delas cuales ellos puedan 
aprender. Entre éstas habra conferencias, fies- 
tas y giras educacionales,” afirma. 

Almonte nacié en Santiago, Rep. 
Dominicana. En 1988 emigr6 a Brooklyn, 
N.Y., donde labor6 para una fabrica con 
sueldo “muy bajo”, dice. Pero ello no durd 
mas de diez meses, cuando regres6 de nuevo 
a su patria. 

“No me gust6 vivir en Nueva York, hay 
mucha violencia y crimen alli. Preferia mi 
patria, por eso regresé”, expresa Almonte. En 


Put UPS Into 
Your Schedule 


Permanent Part-Time Positions 


We offer steady employment with 3 to 5 hour, 
Monday thru Friday work shifts. UPS has 
great full-time benefits for part-time work 
including: Medical, Dental, Vision, Paid 
Prescription, Paid Vacations & Holidays. 


* Selected shifts also include up to 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
$8 an hour to start 


$6,000 a year Tuition 
Reimbursement. 


SHIFTS 
2-6 p.m., 6:30-10:30 p.m., 
“11 p.m. to 3 a.m. or *3-8 a.m. 


‘or Applications & Interview apply in person 
on Thursdays from 2-4 p.m. at: 


United Parcel Service 
90 Brick Kiln Road 
Chelmsford, MA 


(off Route 129, behind Tully Forum) 


ee 
Ups United Parcel Service 


UPS is an Equal Opportunity Employer mifihlv. 


1989 vino a Lawrence; alli encontr6 trabajo 
en una fabrica, en la cual atin labora. “Esta 
paga mejor”, afirma. 

Por su preocupacion acerca de la imagen y 
derechos hispanos en los Estados Unidos, 
Almonte fue escogido como jefe de la union 
en su trabajo. 

“Me preocupa la manera como son tratados 
los hispanos y trabajadores en general en las 
factorias. Estoy alli para ayudarles en lo que 
esté a mi alcance; por eso empecé siendo 
miembro de la unién”, dice. 

Almonte se inicid en NECC en 1990 y 
debido a sus 48 horas por semana en su 
trabajo, se inscribid como estudiante de tiempo 
parcial en programa Inglés como Segunda 
Lengua (ESL) donde ha estado ano y medio. 
Luego se inscribié en técnica de electronica. 

Almonte exhorta a los estudiantes de ESL 
a que aprendan esa lengua lo mejor que 
puedan para que asi alcancen mejor futuro. 

“Traten de aprender inglés y seguir una 
carrera para que no tengan que trabajar en 
factorias toda la vida. Ello les eleva el nivel 
social,” expresa. 

Jessid Pazmino, vicepresidente del club 
dice: “Los hispanos tienen mala reputacion 
en los Estados Unidos y la mayoria debe pagar 
por las responsabilidades de la minoria”. 
Pazmino cree en que Almonte, con la ayuda 
de los miembros puede eliminar la imagen 
equivocada que se da a los hispanos. 

Almonte es divorciado; tiene dos hijas, a la 
menor de las cuales dedica su tiempo libre. La 
mayor reside en la Republica Dominicana. 

El espera tener su propio taller de 
electricidad en unos diez ahos ya que se 
supera para lograrlo. Almonte invita a todas 
las nacionalidades a participar en el Club 
Hispano. Confia que el apoyo de los miembros 
y su cooperacién contribuyan al alcance de 
mejor futuro. 


Peter Flynn 


Peter Flynn, consejero del 
club, dice: “Algunos anos son 
muy activos, otros son menos. 
Espero que el proximo habra 
muchas actividades. 


Rossemary Bonnifacio, quien fue elegida 
secretaria del club, reafirma su apoyo a 
Almonte. Ella confia en que el club seguira 
activo como antes. 

Peter Flynn, consejero del club, dice: 
“Algunos aflos son muy activos, otros son 
menos. Espero que el proximo habra muchas 
actividades. No obstante, Flynn afirma que al 
presidente no puede responsabilizarse por el 
desinterés de sus miembros. 

Flynn informa que la participacion de los 
miembros ha ido en descenso, pero que ello 
no afecta al club debido a que todos los 
estudiantes hispanos del NECC son 
considerados miembros. “Los hispanos se 
consideran integrantes del club pero no asisten 
a las reuniones; se consideran religiosos pero 
no asisten a la iglesia”, expresa. 

Maria Pérez, estudiante de ayuda técnica 
mental, dice que voto por Almonte, y agrega: 
“Carecemos de personas que animen a los 
hispanos; que despierten a esos que estan 
dormidos”. Ella considera que los hispanos 
son capaces de realizar mejor trabajo. “Unidos 
podemos hacer que se borre la imagen 
prejuiciosa para que formemos una fuerza”, 
concluye. 


Le ee DD 
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‘ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS ! 
|. GROUPLEADERSNEEDED..——- 
_¢ Are you looking for full-time employment? Why not join us at one of the I 
_ fastest growing manufacturers. NutraMax Products Inc. currently has | 
_ openings in our Production Department on all three shifts. The shifts ar 
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Class confronts 
tough subject 


Newly credited course sheds light 
on sensitive topic of death, dying 


By HEIDI BREITWIESER 
Observer Staff Reporter 


A course designed to teach awareness about 
death has appeared on the spring II °93 
schedule. 

Death and Dying originated over 17 years 
ago as a non-credit course. It eventually be- 
came packed with students and now reccives 
three course credits under the behavioral 
science department. 

“This class is very personalized, where the 
students begin to really trust each other, 
especially on the topic of death,” said Duane 
Windemiller, course professor. 

Psychologically necessary: “Other col- 
leges have these types of courses, and even 
some high schools, and I felt there was a need 


for it here at NECC,” Windemiller said. “If 


you don’t discuss death, it becomes more 
mysterious.” 
Windemiller said he believes people are 


afraid of death because they don’t want to see 
an actual dead body. 

“The little boy who wasn’t allowed to the 
wake or funeral probably thinks his aunt or 
uncle is still alive because he hasn’t seen the 
dead body,” Windemiller said. 

Windemiller stresses it is absolutely neces- 
sary for children to attend wakes and funerals 
for psychological reasons. 

Different approach: Although death can 
be an uncomfortable topic, Windemiller dis- 
cusses, with a sense of humor, how different 
cultures handle death. 

“A woman’s love burns for her man,” 
Windemiller said jokingly, referring to the 
Indian culture where a woman jumps into her 
husband’s casket with him. 

“In China, where there is a large popula- 
tion, caskets are used over and over again,” 
added a classmate. 

Windemiller requires students to write 
“Dear Windy” letters to him, letters of abso- 


Father figure 


D. Fraser photo 


FORMER CLERGYMAN Duane Windemiller helps students cope with their fears. 


lute confidence where students can express 
their feelings and experiences they have had 
about death and how they dealt with their 
grief. 

Required workload: Students are also re- 
quired to compose an essay contemplating 
the meaning of life and write their own fu- 


neral ceremony. 

Death and Life, written by Windemiller, is 
the required class textbook. 

Windemiller, once a clergyman who left 
his parish in 1966, said he got his Ph.D. in 
Psychology not to become a teacher, but a 
better clergyman. 


Local construction firm offers second chance 


By JOHN MURPHY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Alcohol and drug abuse problems touch many 
lives, regardless of age, race or sex. Those who 
realize they have a substance abuse problem 


will usually seek help from some type of 


recovery program. Recovery is never easy, 


however. 


Bill Sobolewski , 41, an NECC liberal arts 
and phycology major, knows just how hard it 
can be. 

Sobolewski, who has been in recovery for 
the past two years, is working to help others 
in the same situation get back on their feet. 
Being involved in the construction field for 
the past 25 years, Sobolewski obtained a 
builder’s permit and a $5,000 seed grant to 
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begin a contracting 
business while he was 
aresident in the Link 
House, a_ half-way 
house for alcoholics 


and addicts in 
Newburyport. 
Common ground: 


While residing there, 
Sobolewski discov- 
ered that most of his 
house-mates, have 
had experience in 
trades like painting, 
roofing, landscaping, 
carpentry and floor- 
refinishing. 

In June 1992, 
Sobolewski estab- 
lished Port-Brite 
Home Improve- 
ments, which has re- 
ceived an overwhelming response in 
Newburyportand surrounding communities 

“Port-Brite’s mission is to provide work 
for people in recovery and the homeless in the 
community,” Sobolewski said. “We were also 
contacted by the Alternative Correctional 
Center of the Essex County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment to see if Port-Brite could provide a 
means by which their inmates could earn 
some money for their reintegration into the 
community at the end of their sentences.” 

Some of these men have had a long track 
record of instability in the workforce due to 
their battles with drugs and alcohol. Port- 
Brite provides is a chance for these people to 
pay their own way in society while gaining 
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Service 
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Complete Auto 
Repairs 


143 Marston Street 
Lawrence 


(508) 685-9251 
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Miracle workers 


BILL SOBOLEWSKI establishes his own business to provide 
work for the homeless and people in recovery. 


back their self-esteem and self-worth. With 
government cutbacks, it is extremely hard for 
someonce in recovery to receive financial assis- 
tance. 

Happy customer: Ben Masiewicz, who 
owns a farm on Turkey Hill Road, Newbury, 
recently hired Port-Brite to clean and land- 
scape, patch his driveway, waterproofhis foun- 
dation, lay linoleum and repair the eves on his 
roof, along with other odd jobs. 

“When I was younger, I used to have cattle 
and I was able to keep up my fields, but now 
that I am older, it’s been hard for me to keep 
up with the maintenance of the fields,” 
Masiewicz said. “Port-Brite has done an out- 
standing job for me and I can’t believe how 
nice the guys were. Extra nice. 

“Bill was more than willing to please, and 
he had the gift of handling people. The guys 
would work right through lunch, and al- 
though they did not have to, they wanted to. 
I have used other contractors in the past, but 
none of them even compare to the service that 
I received from Port-Brite. I would definitely 
recommend them and I have already done so 
to two of my friends.” 

Since Sobolewski’s Port-Brite has been in 
business, they have served over 50 satisfied 
customers. Most of the crew declined an 
interview for the sake of their own anonymity. 

Redeemed: Henry D., foreman, has been 
with Port-Brite since it began last June. The 
former Link House resident said, “During 
the time I was in the Link House, money was 
hard to come by with the recession and every 
thing going on, and | am very grateful that 
Port-Brite was there for me. Bill showed me 
that through his company I could earn back 
my self-respect as well as some very appreci- 
ated pocket money.” 

For further information on Port-Brite, or 
its services, contact Sobolewski at (508) 462- 
3807. 
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It’s tough saying goodbye 


Student activities bookkeeper retires; ends 22-year career 


By JENNIFER MARKARIAN 
Observer Features Editor 


NECC will say goodbye to a woman who has 
worked with two presidents, been with the 
college at a few locations, and handled the 
accounts for student activities for the past 22 
years. 

Joan Driscoll, student activities book- 
keeper, is retiring June 30. 

“T have really, thoroughly enjoyed work- 
ing here with the students,” Driscoll said. “I 
would never have chosen any other occupa- 
tion.” 

Various responsibilities: Since 1971, 
Driscoll’s work has included paying bills, 
taking care of business and buying necessities 
for clubs. She has also taken an active part in 
the growth of the fitness center. 

In addition, she managed to raise six chil- 
dren and, in 1981, also completed her 
associate’s degree in business management. 

After watching the college grow and move 
from the Greenleaf school in Bradford to 
Haverhill High School and to its final resting 
place on Elliot Street, she said its growth is 


tremendous. 

When she started, she dealt with about 
$60,000 in student activities revenues; now 
that figure is approximately $350,000 and 
growing. 

Driscoll is glad not to have worked else- 
where and is satisfied with her choice to work 
with young adults because she feels it helped 
in raising hers, she said. 

When she began working at the college, 
Vietnam veterans were beginning to return to 
school. 

“This was a hard time for the kids and they 
would share confidences with me,” she said. 
“T feel it helped me in bringing up of my own 
children.” 

Surprised: Mary Wilson, assistant to the 
president, taught Driscoll’s daughter, Susan, 
who told her of the supportive and patient 
parents she had. Wilson was thrilled to find 
out the two were related. 

“Thad always heard what a terrific mother 
she had; Susan liked to talk about her family 
in class,” Wilson said. “I knew Joanie as the 
bookkeeper and I was delighted to know that 
they were one in the same person.” 


There are many others who will miss her 
after June 30 rolls around. 

“T really hate to see her leave,” said Arthur 
Signorelli, director of student activities. “Joan 
has been instrumental in helping me this year 
in trying to get the student activities fund in 
control and in setting up policies and proce- 
dures which will prevent the problems of past 
years from recurring. She has been an abso- 
lute pleasure to work with and will be a real 
loss to the office.” 

Future plans: Driscoll plans to spend a lot 
of time with her favorite people — her grand- 
children, all 12 of them, after she retires. 

“T have had absolutely no time to enjoy 
them,” she said. “Now I can pick a few of 
them up and take them to the beach with 
me.” 

She also enjoys playing the piano and 
intends on returning to lessons. Her other 
hobbies include swimming, sewing, reading, 
dancing and traveling. 


Her office colleagues are determined not 
to let her retire and leave them to slave away. 
They said they will miss “grandma.” 


Happy memories 

S. Lachance photo 
JOAN DRISCOLL, student activities 
bookkeeper, plans to enjoy her retire- 
ment spending time with her grandchil- 
dren at the beach. 


Program provides mammograms for low-income women 


By HEIDI BREITWIESER 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Free mammograms are now being adminis- 
tered by the Holy Family Hospital and Medi- 
cal Center in Methuen, according to Patricia 
Bjork, RN, student health services nurse in 
Lawrence. 

A $70,000 grant from the State Depart- 
ment of Public Health Womens Health Unit 
is paying for these mammograms, and the 
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CHECK YOUR WATCH... 
IT’S TIME TO APPLY! 


Bradford College offers the following 


Kathy Bresnahan, Transfer Counselor 
320 S. Main Street, Bradford, Mass. 01835 
508/372-7161 


Bradford College 


for the Practical Liberal Arts Education 


grant will run through June. 

Taking advantage: The Breast Cancer 
Initiative Program, under Maria Arias, cancer 
outreach coordinator, encourages low-income 
and uninsured women to get physical exami- 
nations, mammograms and health counsel- 
ing to help detect any early signs of breast 
cancer. 

“We have six surgeons working with us for 
community service,” said Arias, who is both 
bilingual and bicultural. 


Bjork set up a cancer awareness day last 
month on the Lawrence campus along with 
other concerned members of the Holy Family 
Hospital and the American Cancer Society. 

“The main focus of these prevention and 
education workshops is to promote health 
education,” Bjork said. “If people have infor- 
mation on how to take care of themselves, 
they will become much healthier and hap- 
pier.” 

Necessary precautions: Bjork urges that 


Was it the Hulk? Spider-Man? Or maybe Captain America? They were just a character in a comic book, bu 

you knew they were something special. Somebody who stood up for the little guy, and maybe got stepped or 

for doing it. Somebody who did the right thing, even though they didn’t always want to. And they made you 
feel like maybe you could be a hero, too. 


Some people say there aren't any heroes anymore. But they probably don’t read Marvel Comics. 


Messina's Shopping Center 
North Andover, MA 


any woman who has a family history of breast 
cancer, should have an examination in the 
near future. 

For more information about the free 
mammogram service, call the cancer outreach 
coordinator, Maria Arias at (508) 794-9606, 
or write to: 


Holy Family Hospital and Medical Center 
70 East St. 
Methuen, Mass. 01844-4597 


(508) 975-7730 
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By TIM JOHNSTON 


Observer Opinion Editor 


his year’s student art exhibit is the culmination 
of alot of hard work, talent and commitment, 
said Gail Maciejewski, creative arts instructor 
_ and art club adviser 
“T love this,” she said. “We take what we have and 
flauntit because people don’t realize just how good our 
artists really are.” 


The art show, which runs until May 17 on the third 


Unbelievable interest 


“I think a lot of kids here take pride 
in their work and it seems like art, 
to them, is not just a passing whim,” 
Gail Maciejewski said. “As soon as 
we made the announcement, my 
office was packed with submitted 
pieces. It was fabulous. We got such 
an outpouring of work that Pm 
Slad we didn’t get any more because 
there would be no place to put them. 
We covered up everyone’s bulletin 
boards and used up a lot of space, 
but everyone was very supportive.” 


Foundation 


Arts programs manage | 


By TIM JOHNSTON 
Observer Opinion Editor 


his has been a banner year for artists and their 

crafts, according to most involved in NECC 

arts programs and clubs. In fact, with the 

amount of student interest in the fine arts, the only 

thing on the minds of most of those involved is where 
and when expansion will take place. 

“We’ve had the good fortune the last couple of years 
to have expanding enrollment in computer graphics, 
illustration, and graphic design, not to mention a 
president (John R. Dimitry) who’s very supportive,” 
said Chet Hawrylciw, chairperson of humanities and 
communications. “When one considers the budget and 
the economic times, one certainly has to appreciate 
that, especially at a time when other areas’ enrollments 
are either stable or in decline.” 

The art program has grown steadily over the past 
decade, Hawrylciw said. “Ten years ago we had only 
one full-time art faculty member and part-timer. An 
indication of how much we’ve grown is that this year we 
have two full-timers and 10 part-timers and next year 
we are hoping to add two or three more full-timers.” 

Money concerns: Whether or not that happens is 
based on how the budget looks in about a month, 
Hawrylciw said. He said the program did not have 
much money right now, but is looking forward to 
keeping up with growing student interest 

Gail Maciejewski, instructor in the creative arts 
department and art club adviser, is certainly impressed 
with the student interest in art 

“It’s scary,” she said. “I have to tell people to calm 
down because they work so hard. I’ve taught at four- 
year schools and the motivation and work done here is 
10 times better. I don’t know whatitis—maybe just that 
the students here are paying for their own schooling 
and take it more seriously.” 

A major direction for the future of the arts program 
at NECCisin the computer graphics and design fields, 
Maciejewski said. “Fortunately or unfortunately, it’s 
the wave of the future,” she said. 

Student support: Commercial arts student, Josh 
Bernard said of the program: “It is definitely great here, 
especially the co-op field. You get a lot of experience 
and you can make major bucks from it. The faculty is 


really supportive and are so open to whatever you want 
to do.” 

“The program is a good one for the serious artist as 
well as the casual one,” said Jonathan Grove, fine arts 
major. 

Other facets of the creative arts department seem to 
enjoy much of the same enthusiasm and success. 

“We certainly have creative students here,” said 
Michael Finegold, associate professor of music and the 
music and chorale club adviser. “Generally, I’ve had 
record enrollments in the music theory courses this 
year. Next semester, another section will be offered just 
to meet the demand. Two years ago, the music tech 
course was introduced and the enrollment has been 
picking up ever since.” 

Dance direction: Music isn’t the only area that has 
enjoyed a steady supply of eager, talented students. 
Elaine Mawhinney, chairperson, department of cre- 
ative arts, said the strong interest in dance can be 
attributed to the strength and quality of the program 
offered at the college. 

“NECC’s is one of the best programs of its kind 


around,” she said. “A place like the University of 


Lowell has no dance at all.” 

Finegold also praises the exclusivity of NECC’s 
music option program as it is one of only two commu- 
nity colleges in the area to offer it. 

NECC’s well-rounded arts program, with its courses 
ranging from computer illustration to drawing, as well 
as talented students and challenging instructors is 
responsible for the success, said Laurel Obert, creative 
arts instructor and Parnassus adviser. 

More money matters: The budget and space re- 
strictions, forever important issues at the college, are on 
the minds of most of those involved, however. 

With continued student interest and the tight bud- 
get facing off against one another, some of the future 
plans which would entail more room and equipment 
for art programs have to be put on hold. 

“We would love to host the American Dance Festi- 
val Association conference, but we can’t,” Mawhinney 
said. “We don’t have a theater. Things like this are basic 
to a college or a university and it’s frustrating.” 

A fine arts building has been proposed three times 
in recent years, Mawhinney said. It passed the legisla 
ture the first two times only to be vetoed by the 
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“With the economy 
really was no chance,” 

Enthusiasm: “Ther 
here, that we do it an 
facility, we wouldn’t de 

Finegold is more op 
music program. 

“I’ve been working | 
place,” he said. “There i 
accommodate all of o1 
ready for instant use. Ri 
time setting up and bre 

He hopes to get tl 
health-related courses 
Lawrence campus. 

Finegold is also hop 
soon, 

Faculty need: “Rig 
subjects out of necessity 
able to hire another tea 

Obert, feels that the 
financing. 

“T think we get faire 
“Fair is fair. Youcan’t sa 
us more money. We’re 

Art clubs: The art f 
only creative aspects of 
dance club, the drama 
offer students more op 
and learn their craft 

Arthur Signorelli, st 
pressed with the success 
feels the clubs are es: 
experience. 

“Those are the typ 
models,” said Signorelli 
commitment on the s 
provide the additionale 
to receive a well-round 

Parnassus, the colles 
poetry, illustrations an 
dents, has a healthy pat 

Great response: “V 


art and poetry,” Obert 


art exhibit showc 


floor of C-Building, provides an opportunity for NECC 
students to show the public their work and compete 
with other students for awards 

“As far as judging is concerned, I don’t think it’s 
“The students work so 


necessary,” Maciejewski said 


hard and come up with such great work thatif 1 had had 


to judge, I would give everyone an award. They all” 


deserve it.” 

Criteria: The art is judged in five categories, There 
is a category each for illustration, fine arts, computer 
graphics, photography and graphic design. The art was 
judged before the contest began on May 2 

“Terei Zucchi, one of the three judges, raved about 
it (the quality of the art at the show),” Maciejewski said. 
“She said the work was unbelievable, it was better than 
Mass. College of Art. All of the comments have been 
really great.” 

Maciejewski said student interest in the show en- 
compasses the whole NECC philosophy 

“I thinka lot of kids here take pride in their work and 
it seems like art, to them, is not just a passing whim,” 
she said. “As soon as we made the announcement, my 
office was packed with submitted pieces. It was fabu- 
lous. We got such an outpouring of work that I’m glad 
we didn’t get any more because there would be no place 
to put them.” 

A really big show: The art show, which is situated 
onthe third floor, is so large that most of the humanities 
and communication offices are overrun with posters, 
collages, paintings and a host of other wild-colored, 
beautiful and grotesque items 

“We took over everyone’s territory,” Maciejewski 
said. “We covered up everyone’s bulletin boards and 
used upa lot of space, but everyone was very supportive. 
Some of them said they'd like to see it up all the time.” 

“We have these committed people here,” she said 
“It’s incredible.” 


State of the arts 


STUDENT ART exhibit is enjoyed by Tom Duggan and Karrie McGrillo 
chorale club sings a tune for Earth Day, top right. Music and cho 
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While participation isn’t lacking, the funds to run it 
sometimes are, Obert said. She said it was difficult to 
obtain the student activities funds needed to cover 
printing costs which seem to go up every year. One 
recent semester, Parnassus did not get enough money 
to print its magazine. 

“Each semester, I have to fight for the money,” 
Obert said. “We were granted the money this year; 
otherwise we would be in the same predicament.” 

Although the budget is tight, Mawhinney said she 
feels that the support the dance club receives is superb. 

“We have more student senate support for dance 
than any other college I’ve seen, and that includes 
Harvard. Through the years, the administration has 
been great.” 

Important Ingredient: Hawrylciw said the art club 
is helping to support the department’s efforts to pro- 
mote the arts on campus. He said the two-year-old art 
club was “really a missing ingredient that has been 
filled.” , 

Although the clubs have enjoyed some interest, 
there are reasons why more people are not benefittng. 

“To be honest, it’s a little tough to get people into 
the clubs,” Maciejewski said. “You find there is a core 
of people who do most of the work because a lot of 
students are holding down full-time jobs, have kids at 
home and have full course loads. Unfortunately, some 
students can’t afford the time.” 

That is-why it is important to have a wide range of 
clubs on campus, Signorelli said. A variety of clubs is 
important to the students who cannot make a large 
commitment of time, 

Solution: One way around the stringent supply of 
resources available is the combining of student activi- 
ties, campus events and the library gallery, said Signorelli. 
He cited the example of the success of Earth Day where 
many clubs participated in the same event. 

“What has worked out well with combining them is 
that we are able to share more resources and end up 
with programming that reaches a wider audience than 
if we were working on our own projects individually,” 
he said. 

“Earth Day was a fine example of the success of that 


new formula, tying the exhibit in the gallery, the exhibit 


in Lawrence on the environment, and the Earth Day 
programs in Haverhill and Lawrence together.” 
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Can 
America 
compete? 


Critical problems face 
U.S. education system 


By C. J. ARMSTRONG 
Observer Staff Reporter 


“American college students are extraordinarily ignorant. 
They read only what they must to pass or what the 
professors choose. Otherwise, they are totally dedicated to televi- 
ston, baseball and football. The United States has lost the literary 
tradition that produced such writers as Emerson, Thorean, 
Melville and Frost.” 

hat statement was made by Argentine writer Jorge 

Luis Borges 10 years ago, when he toured U.S. 

colleges to investigate American educational stan- 
dards. Some NECC faculty members and students feel it still 
rings true today. 

John R. Dimitry, NECC president, said, “This statement 
is overwhelmingly correct and truthful. Not many demands 
are asked of our students; thus, they do not return much of the 
culture to society.” 

Slacking off: In 1954, when Dimitry was teaching at a 
community college in Michigan, a semester was |7-and-a-half 
weeks long, and in most cases (regarding English classes), a 
student had to turn in at least one paper a week. In today’s 
colleges, a semester is only 15 weeks long, and the amount of 
required writing and/or reading is probably less than half of 
what it was many years ago. 

He noted this was true of schools like Harvard, The 
University of Michigan and the University of Massachusetts. 

“We are losing our academic and cultural skills,” he said. 
“They are rapidly disappearing, and it is an abomination when 
a culture cannot teach to most ofits people the ability to read 
and write at a pretty high level of acceptance.” 

Asked about the formative years of a person’s education 
and whether or not parents were interacting positively with 
the educational system, he said, “The unity of the American 
family is in disarray.” 

One factor: Single-parent families and mothers with school- 
age children who are working and out of the home contribute 
to poor school attendance because of the increasingly ineffec- 
tive family, he said. Public as well as private schools are asked 
to shoulder the burdens traditionally taken on by responsible 
families, which is why schools have become so ineffective. 

Dimitry said he tends to be a fundamentalist when it comes 
to “core” education, meaning a student’s basic ability to read, 


Evolution of US, Education 


write and master computations with reasonable skill. 

Concerning the college’s past, present and future, he said 
NECC is more deeply involved in the community. Students 
are older, and enrollment has increased as evidenced by the 
progress of the Lawrence campus and the growth of the 
evening school. 

Regarding students in the 18- to 38-year-old age group, 
Dimitry said, “It’s a lot easier to reach 38-year-olds than 18- 
year-olds because of the enormous changes that have taken 
place in America’s economy and technology.” 

Results: He noted that six or seven years ago, NECC did 
a study of all of its students 18-to 20-years-old, and those 38 
or older. Students were compared on an honor-point grade 
average and retention rate, and the older students fared much 
better than the younger students. 

The gap in retention and honor-point grade average 
occurs because of the older person’s motivation, judgment 
and general experience in life, Dimitry said. 

Larger corporations must retrain their people, even the 
college graduates because the old skills will no longer do. He 
put special emphasis on communication skills and the ability 
to have at least a working knowledge of another language. He 
said it was important because it allows people to come 
together, particularly in a work-environment, where they 
meet on a common ground of understanding. 

Dimitry said America’s youth does have some very re- 
deeming qualities. 

“There is a kind of flexible quality to America’s youth,” he 
said. “They seem very relaxed, and not obsessed with the same 
problems and fears of students in other countries.” 

Hint of truth: Having taught English at NECC for 11 
years, Catherine D. Sanderson believes Borges’ statement is a 
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bit harsh, but true to an extent. 

“You do wonder, as a teacher, ifsome of NECC’s students 
did much studying before coming here,” she said. 

Occasionally, she has met students who have done a lot of 
reading on their own, who are what she considers “true 
intellectuals,” having educated themselves on some particular 
subject. People like this are considered unusual in most 
countries, not just America, she said. 

“Some high schools don’t try to get very much out of 
students who are at the bottom of the class,” Sanderson said. 

Gail Feigenbaum, assistant professor of early childhood 
education, works with students preparing to be teachers of 
young children. 

Teaching techniques: Feigenbaum feels students, espe- 
cially those who are about to enter the teaching profession, 
should have a broad-based education. She tries to set her 
goals, not so much toward what students didn’t learn in high 
school, but what she can do to improve their level of education 
while they are at NECC. 

In some instances, at the grade school or preschool level, 
there is a lack of emphasis on fundamentals, she said. At times, 
she does find herself giving special attention to students who 
seem to lack basic high school skills. 

“Itis critical what happens at an early age because children 
need good teacher models, and future teachers need to get out 
in the field to see how these programs are working,” 
Feigenbaum said. 

Regarding Borges’ statement, Feigenbaum said the major- 
ity of her students are well-motivated and dedicated because 
of their chosen teaching profession. 

“When students are committed to education, they have to 
be open to lots of learning, not just what they are assigned to 
do,” she said. 

She said they must demonstrate a willingness to explore 
other areas of learning. She said teaching is not about making 
money. Students will either stick with the program or move 
to more suitable areas of learning. 

Response: At the end of the semester, she asks her classes 
for feedback about the course so she can make necessary 
adjustments for the coming school year, affording the new 
students the best possible advantage for learning. 

Wendy Robinson, liberal arts major, said, “I agree with 
Borges’ statement, at least in part, because most people I 
know, including myself, do not spend too much time read- 
ing.” 

She said she usually reads only what she must to pass, and 
sometimes, she doesn’t even do that. Her parents are support- 
ive of her efforts, even when she didn’t do well because they 
are educationally oriented. 

Robinson had some excellent teachers at Salem, (N.H.) 
High School who left a positive impression on her. She did not 
have to take any remedial courses when she came to NECC. 

Robinson also said, “Some NECC teachers are too opin- 
ionated when it comes to their particular field of education.” 

Differences: American students aren’t pushed enough to 
excel like Japanese students, Robinson said. 

“That was not the way to go either,” she said. “We don’t 
want a bunch of robots. With self-discipline, 1 expect to do 
quite well at a four-year college.” 

Seth Bunke, commercial art student, said, “The American 
scholastic system has evolved into atrophy, and Japan is far 
above us.” 

Almost every student from Triton Regional, Bunke’s high 
school, who came to NECC, had to take basic writing or 
college reading. Bunke included himselfin that situation even 
though he was a straight-“A” student in English. 

Having had some association with foreign students, Bunke 
said, “They work harder and with greater precision and 
dedication than I do. I havea certain laziness, while they seem 
to take more pride in what they do.” 

As for his teachers before college, he said some were good 
and others just wanted the work done without any nurturing. 
Conversely, he thinks NECC instructors are very inspirational 
and concerned about students. 
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New birth control 


hits U.S. 


Method causes side 


By MARCELLA HAHN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


An injectable form of birth control is now 
available for use in the United States. Depo- 
Provera, a prescription medication, offers three 
months of contraceptive protection with each 
dose. 

The drug is injected into the upper arm or 
the buttock once every three months. At the 
end of the three months, the patient should 
return to her health care provider in order to 
receive another injection. 

Depo-Provera prevents ovulation, the pro- 
duction of an egg in an ovary, which is 
triggered by the pituitary hormones in the 
brain. The hormone progesterone, natural or 
synthetic, interferes with the pituitary hor- 
mones, thus preventing ovulation. 

New concept: “Depo-Provera isa proges- 
tin-only contraceptive,” said Jan Oskar, nurse 
practitioner at Healthworks, a family life re- 
source center in Haverhill. “It is a highly 
effective means of birth control.” 

According to a study by the Alan 


market 


effects in some cases 


Guttmacher Institute, the average failure rate 
of Depo-Provera is 0.4 percent. In compari- 
son, birth control pills have an average failure 
rate of 6 percent; condoms, 16 percent; and 
diaphragms, 18 percent. 

Since Depo-Provera is a long-acting con- 
traceptive, it may take up to 18 months for a 
woman’s fertility to return after the last injec- 
tion is administered. The length of time a 
woman uses Depo-Provera doesn’t have bear- 
ing on the time it will take for fertility to 
return. 

Its use may cause irregular menstruation. 
In the first year of use, women may experience 
amenorrhea (loss of menstruation). It may 
also cause weight gain, headaches, hair loss, 
nausea, depression and dizziness. 

Suggestion: “I would recommend Depo- 
Provera for someone who is a ‘good’ pa- 
tient,” Oskar said. 

“A good patient isa non-smoker, healthy, 
and has no long-term menstrual irregularities 
and no history of depression,” she said. 

Depo-Provera was approved for use as a 
contraceptive in October 1992. It was origi- 
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AN UP-TO-DATE birth control method offers a lower failure rate than others. 


nally approved for use in the treatment of 
endometrial cancer (cancer of the uterine 
lining) in 1972. In 1978, it was approved for 
use in the treatment of renal cancer. 

There is a sizeable difference in the dosage 
for birth control and cancer. Birth control 
patients are given 150 milligrams every three 
months; cancer patients are given 400 to 


2,000 milligrams weekly. 

Depo-Provera is not yet widely available in 
the Boston area. A customer service represen- 
tative from The Upjohn Company, the drug’s 
manufacturer, said the cost runs about the 
same as the birth control pill. Average prices 
are running from $11 to $29, according to 
Essex Drug Co., in North Andover. 


Businesses must take care of Earth now 


Many companies turn deaf ear to coological problems country must now face, speaker says 


By JAY STEVENS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


“Business and industry can easily thrive with- 
out harming the environment,” said Melissa 
Everett, industry consultant and author, in a 
recent sparsely attended campus lecture. 

If companies and corporations ignore the 
damage they are inflicting.onto the earth’s 
ecosystem, there will be widespread destruc- 
tion that nature will not be able to recover 
from, she said. 

Businesses can operate in an “eco-friendly” 
manner, Everett said. The timber industry, 
for example, can do so by selecting trees that 
are a specific size and planting new trees in 
place of the ones cut, which gives the smaller 
trees a chance to grow. 

Ignorance: Of all the world’s industrial 
fields, the energy industry is one in need of 
the most improvements, she said. Petroleum, 
coal, nuclear and chemical companies are 
doing the greatest amount of damage to the 
environment without making any real effort 
to change their current methods. 

These industries have hazardous products 
that give off pollution or toxic by-product. 
Many of these companies are not even ac- 
knowledging that what they’re doing is pos- 
ing a risk to the environment or people, 
Everett said. 

Most of the public seems to believe there 
is little they can do against companies who 
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MELISSA EVERETT explains the prac- 
tices of environment-damaging firms. 


have questionable operations standards. 
Everett recommends if there is a company 
whose standards do not agree with the public, 
they should take certain steps. She used the 
boycott against the Starkist Tuna Co. as an 
example. The methods used in this boycott 
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can be applied to any business or industry. 

The first step in dealing with these prob- 
lems is to recognize and acknowledge the 
problem. The second step is in finding others 
who agree with your position, so as to get 
groups of people on your side, Everett said. 
The next step is to file a formal complaint with 
the company and explain to them what it is 
that offends you. 

If no visible results come of this, more 
physical methods can be taken such as group 
protests, product boycotts, flyer campaigns, 
contact with both the press and government 
and finally government class-action suits so 
the government can investigate the problem. 

It also means more people will become 
aware of the problems. Sometimes this kind 
of group pressure will bring change; at other 
times efforts can be quickly crushed. But in 
any case, any type of an effort should be 
attempted, Everett said. 

Making an effort: Companies which have 
made efforts toward an ecological balance 
include Sun Oil Co. of California, Ben and 
Jerry’s Ice Cream Co. of Vermont and Body 
Shop Cosmetics International. These compa- 
nies are joined by a slowly growing number of 
other firms. 

Everett hopes these companies will even- 
tually become more the rule than the excep- 
tion. Companies paving the way toward envi- 
ronmental equality are finding themselves 
more customer friendly and are more likely to 
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get positive public relations. 

“You can even do little things around 
work that are more environmentally sound,” 
Everett said. 

Tasks such as car-pooling to work or school 
or using mass transportation will help save 
fuel and reduce the amount of air pollution, 
Recycling material such as paper, bottles and 
cans will help reduce the use of raw materials. 
And even closing doors and shutting win- 
dows can save on a heating bill and a reduc- 
tion in fuel costs. 

Everett says the future should be used to 
research alternative forms of energy such as 
solar, water and wind-harnessed energy 
sources. 

“We have come a long way since the first 
Earth Day,” Everett said. “But we have a 
long, long way to go before the planet can 
begin to recover from our negligence.” 
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By BILL BURKE 
Observer Contributing Editor 


Henry V: Draw a flagon of mead, grab the 
hero’s portion of the beef, put the blade to the 
whetstone and kick back with one of the 
grandest adventures set to celluloid. 

Kenneth Branagh’s 1989 remake of 
Shakespeare’s Henry Vis a work that has the 
potential to turn any Stephen Segal fan into a 
Shakespeare aficionado. This is, in part, due 
to the fact that Branagh’s Henry is a most 
virile lord. 

Populated with dozens of well-known 
Shakespearean actors, Branagh (Dead Again, 
Peter’s Friends) had his work cut out for him 
upon undertaking one of the Bard’s most 
popular works, and one that had been hith- 
erto credited to the great Sir Laurence Olivier. 
The brash, young Dubliner holds his own, 
however, and imprints his mark indelibly on 
the tale. 

“O for a Muse of fire, that would ascend 
the brightest heaven of invention, a kingdom 
for a stage, princes to act, and monarchs to 
behold the swelling scene!” Narrator Paul 
Scofield utters the immortal lines as if for the 
first time, capturing one’s attention from the 
outset. Scofield reappears throughout the 
film, an omnipresent observer cum inter- 
preter. 

Branagh himselfis perfect in the role as the 
young, and, as yet, untested monarch. Sup- 
ported by his faithful advisers, save for Cam- 
bridge, Scroop and Gray, he sets out on his 
quest to regain certain annexed locations in 
France, the contested “Salic lands.” 

Branagh attacks the role with a voracity 
unmatched. His barely restrained rage at an 
affront via the Dauphin is all but tangible. As 
the film moves on, Hal’s baby-faced inno- 
cence transforms into a man experiencing the 
trials of leadership. His strength never wavers 
as he is first forced to turn away from an old 
friend, the insufferable Jack Falstaff, played 
masterfully by British funnyman Robbie 
Coltrane, and later metes out justice to an- 
other accused of plundering a French church. 
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British movies shine 
for different reasons 


Underdogs strive for success against all odds 


s . 
Vintage Video 

At first, those not initiated to the 
Shakespearean dialogue may find the film 
difficult to follow. The opening scene in- 
volves two bishops mumbling something 
about “Unquiet possession temporal lands 
devout testament thee thou thoo and so on.” 

Once past the unfamiliar speech, however, 
the viewer is treated to some of the most 
moving dialogue committed to film. Henry’s 
soliloquy on the eve of battle exposes doubt 
where strength should be. The “once more 
unto the breach” exchange takes on renewed 
vigor as Hank spurs his men on to the gates of 
Harfleur. 

Without exception, the most powerful 
speech takes place as the men of England, 
sorely outnumbered, tired from the march 
and devoid of hope, prepare for the Battle of 
Agincourt. Fresh from his soul searching, 
Henry appears and drives the fear from his 
men. 

“’..We band of brothers; for he today, he 
that sheds his blood with me shall be my 
brother.” Branagh all but rips the dialogue 
from his lungs, imparting awe and determina- 
tion into the famous speech at Agincourt. 

Backed up by the talents of Derek Jacobi, 
Ian Holm and ever-present spouse Emma 
Thompson (Dead Again, Howard’s End), 
the film takes on all the scope of an epic. The 
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music, provided by the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra, is powerful, and 
matches perfectly. The silent roar of death 
that hangs over the battlefield of Agincourt is 
laid out tangibly as “Non nobis and Te Deum” 
drifts at first hauntingly, and then majesti- 
cally, announcing with tempered reverence a 
“royal fellowship of death.” 

Bottom line: You've got to love an under- 
dog. 

Sid and Nancy: Sometimes called a Romeo 
and Juliet for the 20-somethings, Sid and 
Nancy provides an off-beat and impressionis- 


tic look at a dark descent into an abyss of 


drug-fueled helplessness. 

Sid Vicious, played by Gary Oldman 
(Dracula, State of Grace), starts out as a 
talentless drunk, who can’t play the bass to 
save his life. By the end of the movie, he is a 
talentless junkie who can’t play the bass to 
save his life. 

The Sex Pistols were, and remain, a hollow 
entity. This becomes clearly evident through- 
out the film. The band was merely a fashion- 
able face put to an anarchistic and unrealistic 
philosophy of the time. 

Sid, who was recruited into the band by 
Johnny Lydon and Malcom McClaren, could 
not play his instrument. This, however, was 
notaconcern. All style and no substance: This 
was the Sex Pistols. Once this is established, 
and it is quite early, the film moves on to the 
true plot: that of the interpersonal relation- 
ship between two star-crossed lovers. 

There is something about Oldman’s por- 
trayal that lends a likable aspect to the lovable 
little scumbag. The film leaves one with the 


impression that perhaps Sid was a victim of 


circumstance; that he was a product of his 
environment. This may, in part, be true, but 
only one thing can be attributed to getting 
involved with someone like Nancy Spungen: 
sheer stupidity. Still, it is an individual’s right 
to remain stupid, and Sid utilized this right to 
its fullest extent. Sid was not exactly victim- 
ized by Nancy; he was as responsible for his 
own downfall as anyone. 

Chloe Webb’s (China Beach, Twins) Nancy 
is a portrait of a smack addict depravity. Drug 
addiction is not something to be trivialized, 
and director Alex Cox paints a bleak portrait 
of this dark condition. Webb becomes totally 
immersed in the role, as she pursues her 
addiction with a frightening single- 
mindedness. 

The music in the film sets the tone. The 
Pogues, Joe Strummer and Pray for Rain all 
contribute tunes that set a somber mood. 

Cox avoids the cliched ending, opting for 
an illusory and much more effective conclu- 
sion. Let’s face it, what happens to Sid and 
Nancy is no secret, but Cox adds a fairy tale 
ending to a brutally depressing demise. 

Grunge-meister Curt Cobain’s contro- 
versial wife, Courtney Love, makes a brief but 
memorable appearance as a peripheral punker. 
For that matter, many of the same faces re- 
appear in Cox’ movies throughout. His cult 
film, Straight to Hell, features many of the 
same players. Cox is a masterful filmmaker, 
and Sid and Nancy is a prime example of an 
artist at work. 

Bottom line: You’ve got to love an under- 
dog, and Sid Vicious and Nancy Spungen 
were as under as a dog gets. 
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Scaring without gore 


Latest King film adaptation causes moderate fright 


By PENNY A. STARKS 
Observer Arts Editor 


usually lose their power on the silver screen. His latest 

adaptation, The Dark Half, directed by George A. 
Romero (Night of the Living Dead, Creepshow), maintains the 
fright better than any previous attempt. 

King’s prose will always remain more engaging than the 
films, but Romero manages to reproduce the story accurately. 
With tense moments and some pulse-elevating scenes, the 
movie entertains, but never completely enthralls viewers. 

Secret Identity: Thad Beaumont, played by Timothy 
Hutton (Made in Heaven, The Temp), writes successful novels 
under the pseudonym, George Stark. These excessively vio- 
lent, action-packed books make the Beaumont family fairly 
comfortable financially. Thad continues to teach and write his 
own novels, hoping to achieve success within his own style. 

His identity remains a secret until Fred Clawson, played by 
Robert Joy (Longtime Companion, Radio Days), threatens to 
reveal George Stark’s true name. Clawson demands money in 
return for maintaining his silence. 

Rather than pay the blackmailer, Thad and his wife, Liz, 
played by Amy Madigan (Field of Dreams, Uncle Buck), 
decide to kill off Stark and go public with Thad’s identity as 
the actual author, much like King’s own experience when his 
pseudonym, Richard Bachman, was uncovered. Immediately 
following this public death, a series of unusual events change 
the Beaumonts’ lives forever. 

Revenge: The people involved in Stark’s demise begin to 
die in gruesome and violent ways. All evidence left at each 
scene points to Thad Beaumont. His fingerprints cover every 
murder scene and even a full handprint leftin a victim’s blood 
sits eerily on a car window. 

For some of the crimes, Beaumont’s alibi holds up. For 
others, he remains a suspect. The murderer’s technique leads 
the Beaumonts to conclude that only one person could 
commit such actions — George Stark. 

Thad’s alter ego represents the dark or evil side he claims 
all individuals possess. During the times he writes the novels 
by Stark, his behavior turns violentand he sometimes falls into 
trance-like states during which many pages of the story 
magically appear. 

Bizarre happenings: Thad allows Stark to speak through 
him and produce these novels. Considering Stark’s non- 
identity, it comes as quite a surprise to the Beaumonts when 
they begin to believe this nonexistent individual’s transforma- 
tion into a killing machine. The supernatural comes into play, 
crossing the lines of reality. 


S tephen King may frighten readers, but his horror stories 


Bal 


Alter ego 


File photo 


TIMOTHY HUTTON plays author, Thad Beaumont, who becomes a victim of his own pseudonym, created to 
write the successful novels that reflect the violent and evil nature lurking within his own creative mind. 


Movie Reviews 


Hutton’s performance lacks consistency, but contains 
moments of excellence. The evil that emerges upon his face 
during one of his trances startles audiences, and most of his 
reactions appear believable. On other occasions, however, his 
responses seem mechanical. 

Hutton also plays Stark, although with his Elvis-like hair 
and aged appearance, the two look nothing alike. Stark’s 
absence from scenes makes him more menacing than if he 
appeared regularly throughout the film. Knowing a deranged 


killer is around the corner or on the other end of the phone 
line, somehow causes more terror. 

Unseen danger: The Dark Half moves smoothly from 
start to finish; it’s obviously designed to grab and maintain the 
viewer’s attention. Romero successfully accomplishes this 
without excessive bloodshed. Stark appearing around the 
corner or behind a victim creates tension and leads viewers to 
infer the murderous outcome. 

This storyline comes across better in King’s book of the 
same name, but the film causes some visual jolts. With ample 
time, the novel is the superior choice, but for a short, slight 
scare, the movie will do. 


Portrait of a lousy movie: ‘Indecent Proposal’ 


By JAY STEVENS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Indecent Proposal shows what happens when 
you take an outrageous plot, put in actors 
who do not care about their characters, and 
add developments so ridiculous that they 
seem to be borrowed from a daytime soap 
opera. 

The result is a poor movie that the audi- 
ence has little chance of getting emotionally 
involved with. 

Tough times: Woody Harrelson (White 
Men Can*t Jump, Doc Hollywood) and Demi 


Moore (Ghost, A Few Good Men) play David 
and Diana Murphy, a young couple who have 
been married since they were 19-year-olds. 
Due to the recession and David’s unemploy- 
ment, the Murphys stand to have the bank 
foreclose on their uncompleted dream home 
in a matter of days. 

On a whim, they decide to take their last 
$5,000 and drive to Las Vegas in the hopes of 
winning enough money to pay off their debts. 

Enter Robert Redford (Sneakers, The Natu- 
ral) as John Gage, a billionaire financier who 
is attracted to Diana. After inviting them toa 
party at his suite, he offers the Murphys $1 
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million in return for one night with Diana. 

Change of heart: David tells Gage they’re 
notinterested, but later that night, they agree 
to the proposal, believing the indiscretion will 
be forgotten. After Diana leaves with Gage, 
David goes through a night of psychological 
torture and begins to hate both Gage and his 
wife, as well as himself. 

Out of the three major characters, 
Harrelson’s David is the only one with any 
signs of emotion in his performance. Redford 
seems completely devoid of any kind of emo- 
tion, and Moore shows more sparks with 
Redford than with Harrelson. 


Moore’s Diana is a whining, pathetic 
woman who looksat one night of paid infidel- 
ity as no big deal. She is not convincing as a 
woman trapped in a love triangle, but rather 
that of an actress bored with her part. 

The rest of the movie is so warped and 
senseless, that the only flashes of reliefpresent 
are that of the supporting actors. The con- 
stant fighting between the Murphy’s, and the 
intervention of Gage in an attempt to steal 
Diana is highly unlikely. 

The way this movie goes, viewers really 
don’t care about any of the characters, the 
story, or the ending. 
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Aerosmith returns to roots 


Latest album drags fans back to true, hard-hitting rock ’n’ roll 


By TONY SEGNINI 
Observer Assistant Arts Editor 


hen a band finds the formula for 
success, it generally follows it, riding 
along the safe, proven path to fame 


and fortune, pleasing fans and record compa- 
nies alike, right? Aerosmith doesn’t think so. 

Turning out seven top-20 singles on its 
last two releases, Pumpand Permanent Vaca- 
tion, Boston’s pride and joy has opted to go 
back to its rock roots and focus on the guitar- 
heavy songs that brought it fame and fortune 
in the mid-’70s on the classic albums, Rocks 
and Toys In The Attic. 

Societal Issues: Get A Grip, the band’s 
11th studio release, pleases in a way that only 
Aerosmith can. It opens with a short but 
sweet intro rap by singer Steven Tyler and 
immediately launches in the hard-driving tune, 
Eat The Rich. Its clever lyrics are about Tyler’s 
views on the wealthy and features a well- 
placed burp at the end. 

The title-track, telling of the woes of being 
naive and letting others dictate one’s life, 
combines a funky beat with an infectious 
chorus. It brings the Aerosmith motto of 
“shut up and dance” to mind, 

To further its point and make it clear to the 
listener it means business, the tune Shut Up 
And Dance, co-written with Jack Blades and 
Tommy Shaw of Damn Yankees, will leave 
the listener and the rest of the world without 
any doubt that the band still stands by its 
motto, 

Prejudice: The first single off the album, 
Living On The Edge, addresses the problems 
of racism in America with matter-of-fact lyr- 
ics. 


“Tf you can judge a wise man by the color of 
fs Jun s d 


his skin, mister you're a better man than I.” 
With a Middle Eastern sounding guitar 
riff, it has a beckoning uniqueness to it. 


Music Review 


Guitarist Joe Perry surprisingly takes over 
the lead vocal role on the blues rock jam, 
Walk On Down, showing he can do more 
than just play blistering guitar riffs. The song 
is also a reminder of the band’s influences, 
mainly the Yardbirds, and the need to bring 


Boston rockers 
still going strong 


Band members leave the drugs behind 


By TONY SEGNINI 
Observer Assistant Arts Editor 


ince Bill Haley and the Comets’ Rock 
S Around The Clock hit the airwaves in 

the early ’50s, rock ’n’ roll has been a 
mainstay among America’s youth. 

Changing trends in music forced many 
out of the business, but among the survivors 
is a local band whose new release marks 20 
years since the release of its first album. This 
band is Boston’s own Aerosmith. 

Formed in the summer of 1969, the band 
played for $30 a night at a place called The 
Barn just outside of Sunapee, N.H. Ranging 
in age from 18 to 21, singer Steven Tyler, 
guitarists Joe Perry and Brad Whitford, bass 
player Tom Hamilton and drummer Joey 
Kramer garnered their energy into the raw 
rock ’n’ roll that would become their life’s 
work. They eventually moved into a group 
apartment on Boston’s Commonwealth Av- 
enue to get closer to the bigger clubs. 

Tough start: Finally signed to Columbia 
Records, success did not come easy for 
Boston’s “bad boys.” 

After releasing three albums, Aerosmith 
(°73), Get Your Wings (°74), and Toys In The 
Attic (°75), and three years of non-stop tour- 
ing, the single, Dream On, from the first 
album, became a nationwide hit. The band’s 


fourth effort, Rocks, was released in 1976 and 
the relentless touring continued. 

By 1977, the band’s second hit, Walk This 
Way, was in the top-five on the billboard 
charts and Aerosmith was one of the biggest 
rock bands in America. 

With this new-found success came the big 
houses, the big cars and also the big time drug 
abuse that kept the Acrosmith army marching 
through the years of endless tour dates. The 
fuel of cocaine and heroin was now available 
at any time. 

This era also saw the release of the band’s 
fifth album, Draw The Line (°77). Although 
a good record, it lacked the focus and inten- 
sity of its previous work. It did not produce a 
hit single, though the song Kings And Queens 
remains one of the best. They followed with 
alive album, Live-Bootleg, (78) and Night In 
The Ruts (?79). 

Big split: Constant fighting between Tyler 
and Perry resulted in Perry leaving the band 
after the completion of Night In The Ruts 
and, not long after, Brad Whitford also de- 
parted. Perry went on to start a new band 
called the Joe Perry Project and released three 
albums over the next four years. 

In 1982, the remaining members of 
Aerosmith put out Rock In A Hard Placewith 
limited success and the end of the band 
seemed in sight. 


the real rock out from underneath the com- 
mercial blanket that has been holding it down. 

Future hits: The two ballads on the al- 
bum, Cryin’and Crazy, both have the poten- 
tial to become among the top-20 hits in the 
band’s ever growing arsenal. 

Cryin’ is a love song with a pleading 
chorus and hot guitar licks that grab the 
listener’s heart strings with fervent emotion, 


a 
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Alive and kicking 


while Crazy has the feel of an early *60s 
standard with a mandolin, adding a strange 
but welcome flavor to the song. 

The strongest feature of the album is the 
uniqueness of each song. No two share ex- 
actly the same characteristics which keeps the 
listener interested and the possible problem 
of a fading novelty at bay. 

Aerosmith, at the risk of losing the younger 
audience gained in recent years with its more 
commercially-produced music, has taken a 
step backwards that can only push the battle 
for better rock ’n’ roll forward. 

This album is a must for old Aerosmith 
fans to hear the music they grew up loving, 
and for the newer fans to hear what a rock 
album should sound like. 

Kudos to Aerosmith for stepping up and 
doing what should have been done long ago: 
restoring the good name of rock ’n’ roll. 


Back to basics 


Turning out seven top-20 
singles on tts last two releases, 
‘Pump and ‘Permanent 
Vacation,’ Boston’s pride and 
joy has opted to go back to its 
rock roots and focus on the 
guitar-heavy songs that 
brought it fame and fortune 
in the mid-’70s on the classic 
albums, “Rocks? and “Toys In 
The Attic.’ 
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AEROSMITH SURVIVES the internal difficulties caused by excessive drug and 
alcohol use to emerge united with a new hit album that returns to its roots. 


In 1985, after three years of silence from 
The Joe Perry Project and Aerosmith, the five 
original members released their comeback 
album, Done With Mirrors. 

Clean living: All the band members claimed 
to be drug-free and scored top-20 hits with 
the songs Angel, Dude (Looks Like A Lady) 
and Rag Doll, their first in 10 years. With the 
momentum from Permanent Vacation still 
going strong, the band released Pump (89), 
which scored four top-20 hits with Love In 
An Elevator, Janie’s Got A Gun, What It 
Takes, and The Other Side. Aerosmith, who 
seemed to be finished seven years earlier, was 
now more popular than it had been during its 


hey-day in the mid-’70s. 

With a new album out in stores now, there 
seems to be no end in sight for what the now 
straight and health conscious Aerosmith can 
accomplish. 

“Funny, there was a piano out in the 
hallway,” says Tyler in a recent interview in 
the Boston Globe, “and in between tracks and 
takes, I’d be out there hooting it up and these 
other people would come by. It was fantastic 
to rub noses with them without doing drugs. 
Because in the old days, that was all I ever did 
with other musicians.” 

With this new mindset, Aerosmith suc- 
cessfully continues the battle that is rock ’n’ 
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Hasty Pudding Theatre as part of the 
American Repertory Theatre’s New Stages 
"93 Series beginning May 6. This piece, 
written and directed by David Rabe, ex- 
plores the battle between heart and mind 
by focusing on the love between two 
people being torn apart by fear. 

Performances run Tuesday through Sat- 
urday at 8 p.m., Sunday at 2 p.m. and 7 
p.m. For more information, call (617) 
547-8300. 

Two estranged brothers collaborate to 
get rid of their late father’s belongings in 
Arthur Miller’s drama, The Price. The 
piece will run at the Lyric Stage, 140 
Clarendon St., Boston through May 23 
with performances Wednesday through 
Friday, 8 p.m., and Saturday, 5 and 8:30 
p.m. For more information, call (617) 
437-7172. 


Observer Arts & Entertainment 


noon and admission is free. 

Local events 

Phillips Academy will hold a concert of 
chamber music. Essex ensemble and guests, 
co-sponsored by the Andover Historical So- 
ciety, will be performed May 9 at 3 p.m. in the 
Cochran chapel. Admission is $5. For more 
information, call Phillips Academy at 749- 
4000. 

The Tony Award winning comedy, 
Amadeus, will run through May 15 at the 
Merrimack Repertory Theater, 50 East 
Merrimack St., Lowell. Tickets cost from $14 
to $27 for performances that run Wednesday 
through Saturday, 8 p.m.,and Sunday, 7 p.m. 
Matinees are presented Saturday, 3 p.m. and 
Sunday and Wednesday, 2 p.m. For more 
information, call 454-3926. 

Boston events 

Those the River Keeps will come to the 


Neb. This 40-piece exhibit displays many 
well-known Native Americans, including 
Geronimo, Red Cloud and Kicking Bear. 

A Series of One Act Plays will be per- 
formed in the Top Notch Theatre, May 7 and 
8 at 8 p.m. A variety of pieces will be pre- 
sented, including Arizona Anniversaries, 
written by John Bishop and directed by Frank 
Smith. Mike Gilstrap will direct Intermisston 
by Daniel Meltzer. Kate Reusch and Daron 
Fraser, among others, will perform in this act. 

Susan Sanders, theatre coordinator, and 
Jim Murphy, instructor, will perform an act 
from I’m Herbert, by Robert Anderson. Ad- 
mission is $4 for the general public and $3 for 
students. 

Also, in the Top Notch Theatre on May 
14, the Oral Interpretation class will present 
poems, short stories, essays and scenes from 
various plays. The performances begin at 


Arts Scene 


Campus events 

The Airborne Comedians, a hilarious 
duo that incorporates humor into their 
acrobatics act, will entertain students at 
the Spring Fling outside the Bentley Li- 
brary, May 10 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
Shifters, a four-piece classic rock ’n’ roll 
band, will perform, and the cafeteria will 
present a cookout at this event sponsored 
by student activities, 

In the Gallery during May, patrons can 
view Faces of Destiny, a black and white 
display that chronicles the Indian Con- 
gress, organized by the 1898 Trans-Mis- 
sissippi and International Exposition, that 
drew more than 500 representatives from 
36 Native American tribes to Omaha, 
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17 Roll with a hole 
19 The Lin UNLV 

23 Sotheby's signals 
28 George's Gracie 
30 Bigfoot's loafer? 
33 Seer's gift 

34 Fonteyn's fulcrum 


1 Victrola maker 
4 California clink 
10 “Get lost!" 
15 It may be tickled 
18 Bit of resistance 
19 Sailors’ nemesis 
20 In the__ (Nixon book) 
21 Gardner of Mogambo 


93 Cuban province 
96 Hockey great 
97 HBO or C-SPAN? 
102 Plural ending 
103 Latin | word 
105 Bogie film 
106 Serb or Croat 
108 They pass the buckets 35 Nice friend 
113 New Jersey mountains 37 Yule tree 
115 Chaney, Sr. or Jr. 39 __ moment's notice 
117 Bantam's perch 40 Laser output 
118 Writer Horatio 42 Meteor's tail 
120 End a layoff 44 P.O. routes 
123 Sectarian's suffix 45 Horne solo 
124 Spud 47 “When __ door not 
126 One of the Big Three? a door?” 
131 Arthur of The Golden 48 Thief of rhyme 
Girls 49 Gay 
132 Qatar bigwig 51 Playit__ Lays 
133 Support-hose material 52 Canvas quarters 
54 Clothed shabbily? 
56 Hoists up 
57 What cake candies 
depict 
60 Parisian's prom 
61 Singer Fitzgerald 
62 Mimic 
63 Flat-topped hills 
65 Actress Wynter 
67 Lustful looks 
68 Monsieur Montand 
70 Singer McEntire 
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22 Warplane openings? 

24 They're attached to 
houses 

25 Zig's partner 

26 Where Genéveis 

27 Palm fruit 

29 Arthurian sword holder 

31 Objective 

32 Sell to the public 

36 Job seeker's quest 

38 Munich's river 

41 Mogadishu resident 

43 Mean Amin 

44 Squeal or squealer 

46 Doa secretary's job? 

50 Butter serving 

53 Starts of long 
weekends 

55 Light gas 

56 Minor Prophet 

58 Last name in fashion 

59 Nautical position 

64 On-the-cover work 

66 In rational fashion 
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134 Grape, to Gracchus 
135 Double curve 

136 Pub game 

137 Pump choice 

138 Join at the seams 


DOWN 
1 Hold up 
2 Elected 
3 Shot and shells 


4 Vaudeville family 
5 Court command 
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69 Tijuana Brass man 
72 French privateer 

73 Public employees? 
76 Benchley book 

79 Numeral type 

80 On leave In port 

84 One-eighty 

86 Buffalo NHLer 

88 Leave out 

89 Words of agreement 


6 Zodiac beast 

7 __-mo replay 

8 Above the ramparts 

9 Get a wrong number | 
10 Nonproliferation treaty 
11 Colonial newsman 
12 Hall-of-Fame shortstop 
13 __-Margret 
14 Gathered one's forces 
15 Sideburns shortener 


See crossword puzzle solution, left. 


71 Lou Grant paper 

74 Old toothpaste 

75 TV taper 

76__lala 

77 Word form for 
“blood” 

78 At any time 

81 Willing to swallow 
anything 

82 Altar activity 


83 Seasons on the Seine 
85 Frankenstein's haunt 
87 Zillions of years 

91 Greek letters 

92 What sunglasses cut 
94 Musical notes 

95 “Be Seeing You" 
97 Down for the count 
98 Used one's Visa 

99 Green eggs’ mate 


100 Constellation near 
Norma 

101 A few winks 

104 Tangled 

107 Touched down 

108 Corrupt with cash 

109 Bouquet favorites 

110 Jots or tittles 

111 Hashhouse client 

112 Icy rain 


114 Speak pompously 
116 Chutzpah 

119 Fido’s warnings 
121 Actor Jannings. ; 
122 Ad__ committee 
125 Docs’ grp. 


* 127 Nathan Hale was one 
, 128 Scot's denlat 


129 CIA's ancestor” 9. 
130 Carpenter's cutter .~ 
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Making it 
as sports 


reporter 


‘Boston Herald’ 


writer attains goal 


By MARCELLA HAHN 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Jack O’ Leary feels lucky. His avocation 
is his vocation. He turned his love of 
writing into a career as a reporter for 
the Boston Herald. 

Ever since childhood, he wanted to 
be a sports writer for a Boston newspa- 
per. Although he loved sports, he wasn’t 
“foolish enough” to think he could do 
it fora living, said O'Leary, in a visit to 
an NECC broadcasting class. 

“I can remember going to a base- 
ball game at Fenway Park with my 
father when I was 14-years-old,” 
O'Leary said. “I told him, ‘I’m never 
going to be down there (on the field), 
but I am going to be up there,’ and I 
pointed to the press box.” 

Background: O’ Leary attended the 
University of Houston. In 1968, two 
and a half years into his college career, 
he took a mandatory leave of absence. 
He gota case of the “Hong Kong Flu,” 
avirulent strain ofinfluenza that reached 
epidemic proportions. 

He returned home to Massachu- 
setts and took night classes at North- 
eastern University for a year. While he 
was there, he sold a term paper to the 
school for $1,000. Thatis what hooked 
him. 

O'Leary plunged into the world of 
journalism as a free-lance writer. 

“T didn’t like what I was doing,” 
O’Leary said. “I knew what I wanted to 
do. One day I just said, ‘I’m gonna do 
it.” So, I quit my job with no other job 
to go to.” 

Hard work: To establish himself, he 
took as many assignments as possible. 
In one year, he covered 336 sporting 
events. 

After 10 years of free-lancing, he 
gave himself an ultimatum. He would 
work as a journalist for three more 
months, if he didn’t reach his goal by 
then, he would get a real job. 

On Jan. 11, 1983, O’Leary got a 
job offer from the Boston Herald. He’s 
been working there ever since. 

“Tt felt like retirement,” O’Leary 
said. “I had security. I had a paycheck 
coming in every week. It was wonder- 
ful.” 

O'Leary attained his goal: He works 
fora Boston newspaper, but most things 
in life aren’t free. O’ Leary has made his 
share of tradeoffs. His love of sports has 
been pushed aside to have a successful 
career, 

Duty: “I don’t go to games just to 
watch,” O'Leary said. “I have to take 
notes. I can’t getinto a game. It’s been 
20 years since I last cheered at a sport- 
ing event. If you cheer or yell at a 
sporting event, you’re kicked out of 
the press box.” 

Traveling to cover stories forced 
him to miss important family events. 

“IT woke up one morning and found 
Thad a 20-year-old son,” O'Leary said. 
“I haven’t been around for the big 
moments, I missed my daughter’s first 
prom because I was in Lake Placid.” 

O'Leary works during most people’s 
free time. 

“The sports industry is predicated 
on normal people’s leisure time,” 
O'Leary said. “If you want nine to five, 
don’t even think about it. If you want 
weckends off, forget it. If you want 
holidays off, no way. There are no 
holidays. The world never takes holi- 
days.” 

His advice to aspiring journalists: 
“Get skinny. Take care of your teeth. 
Perfect your diction and go into TV.” 
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On the ball 
S. Lachance photo 


SECOND BASEMAN Chris Young 
watches from the bench, left, as relief 
pitcher John Sanciza mops up, above. 


Baseball team’s pitchers shine 


Knuckle ball, ambidextrous, southpaw hurlers show promise for Knights 


By JARED TUCCOLO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


The Knights’ baseball team includes every- 
thing from an ambidextrous pitcher to a 
“wild thing.” 

The pitching staff could possibly be the 
best around. All nine pitchers show great 
talent. 

“We are expecting a big year from many, 
and we’re still very young,” coach Mike 
Rowinski said. 

They are led by the southpaw Jim Medieros, 
a Lowell Sun All-Star who made the 
Merrimack Valley All Conference team in 
high school. Newcomer Larry Rodgers was a 
member of the all-star team, and he was the 
MVP of the Merrimack Valley All Conference 
last season. Both pitchers have high hopes for 
the ’93 season. 

Future possibilities: “Jimmy and Larry 
could be drafted within the next couple of 
years,” Rowinski said. 

The Knights can look forward to the strong 


arms of John Welsch and Chris Terroux. 
These guys provided the one-two combina- 
tion that took Whittier Vo-Tech to the cham- 
pionships three years in a row. Terroux was a 
CAC All-Star for three years, and played on 
the American Legion team for a few years. He 
is straight out of high school and Rowinski is 
hoping he can put up some good numbers. 

“All the guys look like they worked out 
over the off season,” Terroux said. 

Talent: The Knights can also expect big 
things from Steve Twombley, who can pitch 
with both arms. He can also gun down a 
runner from the outfield with either hand. If 
one arm is sore, there’s always the other one. 

“Steve has good control with his breaking 
pitch,” Rowinski said. 

Kevin Schmitt, also known as “wild thing,” 
has been pitching great thus far this spring. 
Schmitt worked on his delivery and feels he 
has improved with the help of the coach. He 
can also play every field position. 

Richie Bernard, John Sanciza and Bill 
Bonanno round off the rest of the pitchers. 


Bernardisan all-star knuckle ball pitcher from 
Salem High who has excellent control. Sanciza 
wasa star athlete at Lawrence High. Bonanno, 
a Methuen High star, also has good control. 

All the players are hoping for some nice 
weather so they can get the season started. 

High ratings: “The pitching is the best in 
the region, and it should take us to the top,” 
player Tom Howell said. 

A championship could be in the near 
future for the Knights but Rowinski is not 
concerned with winning. 

“I want them to play to their potential,” 
Rowinski said. 

In the past, the Knights have had some 
decent teams, but “this is the best team I’ve 
had in 12 years coaching,” Rowinski said. 

Each pitcher has his own style and the 
combination oflefty and righty pitchers could 
produce a winning season for the Knights. 
The odds favor the Knights going to the 
nationals, and if the arms stay healthy, the 
team will travel to the New England Tourna- 
ment. 


Hitters pulling their weight in ’93 


Inconsistent batting power result of miserable weather, indoor practice 


By JARED TUCCOLO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


There were high expectations for the ’93 
Knights baseball team, before the first pitch 
of the season ever got tossed, 

The Knights are fighting a battle, and the 
victory needs to be won in the batter’s box. 
The team’s lack of hitting at key moments 
cost it a couple of tough losses 

“Our hitting is sporadic, and we have not 
been getting back-to-back hits,” coach Mike 
Rowinski said 

NECC has its share of good hitters, some 
with high batting averages. Larry Rodgers is 
on a tear, hitting a whopping .437 with nine 


runs batted in. Steve Twombly is batting 
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\ Top farm systems of the ‘90s: 


Won Lost Pet. 
Milwaukee Brewers 1,147 909 .558 
L.A. Dodgers 1,281 1,080 .543 
Cleveland indians 1,129 958 541 
Montreal Expos 1,279 1,090 .540 
Cincinnati Red: 1,141 975 .539 
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.428, while Dan Lewis and Steve Bramhall are 
also giving the ball good contact. 

Self confidence: “There is lots of talent 
on the team; we should be 14-0,” player 
Kevin Schmitt said about the 12-4 team. 

The team has had some tough luck with 
the weather. Most of the practices have been 
in the gym, and they have not faced much live 
pitching. The spring trip was canceled be- 
cause of the snow. 

“We need to face more live pitching,” 
player Tom Howell said. “This should make 
the hitting chemistry better for us.” 

“Most of our hitters are not hitting with 
authority, or to their potential,” pitcher Chris 
Terroux said. 

Expectations: NECC is hoping for better 
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We are an international company expanding in Massachusetts and 
Southern New Hampshire. 


CAREER OPEN HOUSE OR 
OPPORTUNITY 


Tuesday Evenings at 7:15 p.m. Call for directions, 1-SO8—462-0575 


Immediate opportunities in Management and Sales 
Qualify to open your own Regional Office 


WE OFFER OPPORTUNITY 
* To be your own boss. 
* To grow with a leading company. 
* To build with a leading company. 


Full-time and part-time available 


If unable to attend, send resume to: 33 Main St., Suite 203, Salisbury, MA 01952 


weather so they can take their swings against 
real pitching, not batting practice speed, to 
help with their timing. 

“We should take the championships if we 
start hitting,” pitcher Jim Medieros said. 

The Knights were ranked 1 0th in the state 
after their game with Rhode Island. They 
faced the best pitchers their opponents can 
throw at them because of their high ranking. 

“We have not been hitting like we should 
be,” pitcher Steve Twombly said. 

The Knights are playing good baseball, 
and they will have to be on the top of their 
game to make the finals. 

“I would rather be playing hot baseball at 
the end of the season, instead of playing good 
in the beginning,” Rowinski said 
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Not 


used 
to be 


Baseball lets 


fans down 
with curious 
practices 


By TIM JOHNSTON 
Observer Opinion Editor 


he popular appeal of professional bas- 

ketball and football is quickly show- 

ing America’s pastime that its time 

may be past. For years, fan interest in baseball 
has been in decline while football and basket- 
ball have enjoyed more fans than ever before. 

Regardless of what the baseball commis- 
sioners, owners and players will say, the prob- 
lem is money. The greed that sadly goes hand 
in hand with professional sports is nowhere 
more evident than in baseball and the fans can 
sense it. The fans don’t like it. 

Baseball is a game whose appeal has long 
been based in tradition and folklore. Fans, 
young and old, have grown up to the larger- 
than- life stories of the Babe, Ty Cobb, Honus 
Wagner, Joe DiMaggio and even Reggie Jack- 
son which have ingrained in them a sense of 
reverence and near religious fervor for the 
game. To the real fan, baseball is more than 
just a game; it is a metaphor for life and the 
way things should be. 

The game of baseball is not an action- 
packed, thrill-a-minute sport. While exciting 
at times, it is more of a statistical, mental 
battle that must be wholly understood to be 


like tt 


Sports Column 


enjoyed. 

Directional error: The executives at Major 
League Baseball (MLB) do not seem to un- 
derstand the serious implications of this. Most 
of their efforts to increase baseball’s popular- 
ity are aimed at children to ensure a stable fan 
base for the years to come. 

This is an intelligent plan of attack but 
they are going about it all wrong, however., 

They seem not to care about instilling the 
sense of reverence and pride in the game that 
most fans possess, butare trying to play up the 
excitement of the game itselfand the action of 
the play. Baseball, while a great game, will 


never win a battle against football and basket- 
ball using those criteria. 

Baseball’s players are also partly to blame 
for baseball’s decline. Drug problems, club- 
house fights, even incidents in which fans are 
attacked and assaulted right in their seats by 
angry players have diminished the awe and 
wonder fans used to feel when seeing their 
favorite player in person. 

Contract disputes and the ludicrous 
amounts of dollars the players are paid have 
further alienated the fan from the player. In 
year’s past, parents wanted their sons to grow 
up to be like the good ol’ farm-boy on the 
mound. 

What parents want their son to grow up to 
bea $3 million-a-year, arrogant, spoiled drug 


offender like the New York Mets’ Dwight 
Gooden? 

Change-up time: For baseball to gain its 
place in the hearts and minds of the American 
public, it must change its image totally. Play- 
ers and their salaries must get back to earth, 
and owners must get back to trying to make 
the playoffs instead of trying to turn a fat 
profit. 

With nearly every player moving from one 
team to the next almost every year, there is no 
way for the fans to identify with or even know 
who plays on the home team. 

Fans know when they’re being taken ad- 
vantage of. For fans to become interested 
again, baseball has to try to become respect- 
able again. 
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Veterans Northeast Outreach Center 


21 Wingate Street, Haverhill, MA 


(at the corner of Essex Street, 
one block up from the main post office) 
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* Assistance and referral services * 
* Educational, career, personal * 
* and benefits counseling * 
x Support groups and outreach hk 
otk services * 


Ak & A &[ Free for Veterans lotetetetete! 


Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9am - 3pm 
Tuesday and Thursday, noon - 3pm 


Telephone: (508) 682-6109 or (508) 521-9668 


We like to get it right 


The NECC Observer will correct any mistakes on its pages. To report an error, contact 
the editor or adviser at 374-5849. Thanks for your support! 
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There’s only one way to travel— 


The Rite Way! 


See us for the best packages and rates on 
Cruises « Day Trips * Packages 


Let the experts at Rite Way make your getaway pleasurable and effortless. Our 
years of experience assure you the finest in travel and hotel accommodations. 


Rite Way Travel 


“Let us make your dreams come true” 


319 Merrimack St. 
Methuen, 682-3245 
In MA, 800-244-7570 


Mon. - Fri. 9 to9 
Sat. 10 to 5 
Sun. closed 
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Baseball team 


makes tourney © 


Knights ride 8-game winning streak 


By NEB STOJKOVIC 
Observer Sports Editor 


playing good baseball. With eight victo- 

ries in a row and a record of 12-4, who 
could say otherwise? The team is looking 
forward to the upcoming Massachusetts Com- 
munity College Athletic Conference tourna- 
ment. 

In the first round, the Knights will either 
face Springfield or Holyoke community col- 
leges. 

Coach Mike Rowinski thinks the team will 
go to the regionals ifit wins the first game. He 
said its record looks good and promises suc- 
cessful games. 

“Our pitching is consistent,” Rowinski 
said. “The hitting is also coming around and 
we drive in some good runs.” 

Anxious: Rowinski, who returned this year 
after five years of absence, said he is excited to 
be back and work with the young but talented 
team. He knew the team would be good, but 
he also had some concerns about little things. 

Although the team is still winning, it 
needs to practice more. 

“We have to work on bunting,” Rowinski 


iE as simple as this: The Knights are 


said. “Our moving and stealing bases could 
improve, too.” 

But pitching and defense stood out this 
season. In the game against Mass Bay, who 
the Knights defeated earlier, 6-5, the team 
showed an outstanding relief pitching job, 
starting with John Sanciza, who was replaced 
by Bill Bonanno. Bonanno had six strike outs 
and one walk. 

“We didn’t hit the ball hard,” catcher Dan 
Lewis said. “But in the fifth inning we had five 
runs.” 

Key players: Rowinski also evaluated 
pitcher/outfielder Kevin Schmitt. He said 
Schmitt did his best of the season with two 
hits, one home run and three RBIs. 

Larry Rodgers, who Rowinski called “a 
top notch player,” also contributed to the 
victory. 

“There is nothing to say about Rodgers,” 
Rowinski said. “His bat and his arm speak for 
him.” 

But the eight-game winning streak started 
with the sweep in the double-header against 
Newbury Junior College. The powerful 
Knights demolished their rival in the first 
game, 14-4 and 20-0 in the second game. 
Second basemen Shaun Toohey had two hits, 
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He’s safe! 


S. Lachance photo 


Steve Bramhall dives back to the bag on a pick-off play in a Knights victory with 
strong defense against Mass Bay Community College, 5-3. The Knights defeated 
Mass Bay, 6-5, earlier this season with outstanding relief pitching. 


two home runs and six RBIs. Outfielder/ 
pitcher Steven Twombly had two hits, two 
RBIs and a home run. 

The winning pitcher in the first game was 
Chris Terroux who also hit a double, home 
run and two RBIs. Outfielder/first basemen 
Doug Howes stood out with three hits and 
three RBIs. 

Good pitching: In the second game, 
Bonanno was three for three with a home run 
and five RBIs, while the second basemen 
Chris Young hit three for five with one RBI. 


The winning pitcher was Sanciza. 
Bunkerhill Community College is also on 
the Knights’ victory list. It was blown away in 
the double-header 12-2 and 9-1. 
Husatonic Community College and big 
rival North Shore Community College, were 
also beaten by the Knights, 10-2 and 7-4. 
The coach and players agreed the season 
would be much better if the weather condi- 
tions were more acceptable for playing. 
“T feel bed about the kids,” Rowinski said. 
“They wanted to play more games.” 


Softball team hopes to finish with flourish 


By NEB STOJKOVIC 
Observer Sports Editor 


When the softball season starts with a delay, 
when the fields are still soaked, and when it 


Take this job 
and love it! 


snows during the game, something is obvi- 
ously wrong. The Lady Knights don’t blame 
anybody for it, but they are frustrated. 

The women’s varsity softball team missed 
10 games due to inclement weather, and the 


College students! 


AVON offers flexible 
hours,unlimited income and a 
unique business experience 


Call today! 


Pat 688-2686 


Michelle 682-2090 


Se habla Espanol call: 


Lucy Perez 373-7238 
Christina Tavares 794-0439 


games cannot be made up because the season 
is almost over. The team’s 3-5 record might 
be disappointing, but the Lady Knights hope 
to finish this season much stronger. 

“We worked hard this season,” coach 
Donna Johnson said. “The girls are disap- 
pointed about the shortened season and the 
bad weather. They just want to go out there 
and play.” 

Because of the changed schedule, the Lady 
Knights were forced to play several double- 
headers. The season started with an away 
game against Mountain Ida College. 

Not ready: Although the team practiced in 
the gym before this game, it took on its rival 
unprepared. 

“We were nervous to play on the field for 
the first time,” Johnson said. “Our field was 
wet and we lacked practicing and playing 
outside.” 

Due to the errors, the Lady Knights lost 
both games. In the first game, the team biew 
a4-] lead and the rival came back, winning 7- 
4. 

Half an hour later, the Lady Knights’ 
efforts were in vain. Although shortstop Sally 
Snyder did a good defensive job, catcher Katy 
Cuddy had two doubles, and pitcher Nicole 
Melanson was two for six, but the team was 
humiliated, 19-1. 

First win: The Lady Knights hosted 
Becker/Worcester on a wet field the next day. 
Pitcher Jeannie Ouellet started with four walks 
for the first inning and walked two more for 
the rest of the game. Snyder went two for four 
and had two RBIs; Cuddy, two for three; 
infielder Kelly Rogers, one for four, with a 
double and three RBIs. This was reflected in 
the team’s 8-4 victory. 

“It was a very important victory for us,” 
Johnson said. “The good game gave us con- 
fidence.” 

The victory in double-headers against 
Holyoke offered the best example of the Lady 
Knights’ confidence. The team slaughtered 
its rival in the first game, 25-9, and 33-4 in the 
second game. 

“We just hit the ball well,” Johnson said. 
“Our day was successful.” 

Next on the Lady Knights’ agenda was 
Becker/Leicester College. Although the team 
matched its rival well, four errors cost them 
three runs and a 7-5 loss. 

Disappointed: “I think overall we were a 
better team,” Johnson said. “It was just that 
we had a bad day.” 

Johnson said Becker’s pitcher Danielle 
Doane was one of the reasons for this tough 
loss. 

Next the Lady Knights played the num- 
ber one team in the region, the undefeated 
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Off the mound 


File photo 
PITCHER JEANNIE OUELLET readies 
for play before the Lady Knights face 
their toughest rival, Mitchell College. 


powerhouse Mitchell College. The coach and 
players said they were not supposed to win. 

This prediction came true after the slow 
start and bad inning, where three errors cost 
the Lady Knights nine runs in the first game 
of this double-header. The team had only one 
hit and took a 15-0 beating, 

Poor start: “It was that bad inning we 
started with,” said tri co-captain Blair. “Once 
you have a bad beginning, it sets the rest of 
the game. They were a tough team and we 
failed psychologically.” 

In the second game, the discouraged Lady 
Knights shut Mitchell down for the first three 
innings. In the fourth inning, Mitchell started 
hitting the ball and Lady Knights pitcher 
Diana Stevens was helpless. Mitchell’s 10 hits 
and the Lady Knights three errors resulted in 
a 13-2 loss. 

In the final analysis, Blair went three for 
four; Rogers, one for four; Ouellet, one for 
two; and Stevens, one for three. 

“We knew we had our hands full,” Johnson 
said. “Against this powerful team there is 
nothing you can do, but at least we tried.” 

Upcoming games are against Bunkerhill 
and North Shore community colleges and 
Lassell College. 


